Vol. 47, No. 4

April 2010

21ST CENTURY IDOLATRY
Mike Benson, Hattiesburg, MS

Materialism. Webster says it is, "the tendency to
be more concerned with material than with spiritual val-
ues." Simply put, materialism sets up another object of
worship besides God. It replaces God on the throne of
one's heart with the desire for and the pursuit of money
and possessions. There is a sort of religious purpose, a
devotion of the soul to tangible, temporal concerns. One
student appropriately calls materialism "the gospel of the
flesh." The  Biblical word  for  this is
"covetousness" (Rom. 13:9; 1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Thess. 2:5;
Jas. 4:2; 2 Pet. 2:14). Consider: Jesus said, "Take heed
and beware of covetousness..." (Luke 12:15). To engage
in covetousness is to engage in the greedy desire for more
things. The apostle Paul said, "Covetousness...is idola-
try" (Col. 3:5; cf. Eph. 5:5). An idolatrous person wor-
ships or bows to the inferior (1 Cor. 8:4; Jer. 10:14); he
renders ultimate devotion to an object of limited value.
Therefore, materialism bows to the greedy desire for and
pursuit of things and exalts such above God.

Another student states it well when he says:
"...Man is bowing down figuratively to an idol when he
keeps for himself such. It is remarkable covetousness is
listed with fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire;
all such passions so detestable within the heart of a Chris-
tian. Yet, it is listed there evidently because it is what
turns the heart of a Christian away from God! It de-
thrones God from His rightful place. When a man seeks
happiness in things, possessions, money, etc., he has de-
throned God from his heart" (Roy Lanier, Jr., A Little
Contribution, preface).

While our modern-day idols may share little
physical similarity to their crude counterparts of wood,

precious metal, and stone, we pay them reverence none-
theless. And although the position of our bodies may be
somewhat different in that we do not physically bow, the
position of our hearts is essentially the same. Someone
inquires, "But where is the line (or dollar amount) at
which a child of God becomes materialistic? The answer
may surprise you. In truth, materialism is not determined
by income. Wealth, per se, is not an indicator of idola-
try. A Christian does not suddenly become a 21st century
idolater when his annual paycheck surpasses a certain
figure. One can be wealthy and not be materialistic (eg.,
Abraham -- Gen. 13:2; Heb. 11:8-10; Job -- Job 1:3, 21-
22; Barnabas -- Acts 4:36-37). Conversely, one can be of
very modest means and yet be very materially-
oriented. We tend to equate materialism with financial
prosperity. This is faulty reasoning. Materialism is not
determined by financial APTITUDE, but rather by carnal,
covetous ATTITUDE (eg., Achan -- Josh. 7:1ff; Gehazi -
- 2 Kgs. 5:20ff; Ahab -- 1 Kgs. 21:1ff; the rich young
ruler -- Luke 18:18-27; the rich farmer/fool -- Luke 12:13
-21; the rich man sometimes called Dives -- Luke 16:19-
31; the prodigal son -- Luke 15:13; Judas -- John 12:4-6;
18:21f; Matt. 26:15; 27:3-5; Acts 1:25; Ananias and Sap-
phira -- Acts 5:1ff; Demetrius -- Acts 19:23ff; Felix --
Acts 24:24-26; and Demas -- 2 Tim. 4:10). Paul told
Timothy that those who are "minded" (1 Tim. 6:9 ASV)
to be rich fall into spiritual peril. The word "minded" has
reference to the deliberate exercise of the will and is of-
ten translated "desire." "For the wicked boasts of his
hearts desire; he blesses the greedy and renounces the
Lord" (Psm. 10:3).

wor



2 WORDS OF TRUTH

April 2010

EDITORIAL
GREAT VISION

The early church was a growing church,
aided not by games, gadgets, or gimmicks, but fu-
eled simply by a desire to teach the gospel to the
lost.  When we consult the manual for church
growth (the book of Acts), we read often about the
astounding growth of the first-century church:
and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls” (2:41); “...and the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be saved” (2:47);
“And believers were the more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women™ (5:14); “...and
much people was added unto the Lord” (11:24); ...
when the number of the disciples was multi-
plied” (6:1); “And the word of God increased; and
the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obe-
dient to the faith” (6:7); “...the churches...were
multiplied” (9:31). What was it that caused these
early congregations to experience such phenomenal
growth? To be sure, they weren’t attending evangel-
ism workshops or consulting self-proclaimed church
growth “experts.” The early church lived the Great
Commission, taking the gospel to the entire world
(Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15). Truly, they were a
people of great vision. Without a vision of what we
really are, and what we need to be, we will never
fully succeed in taking the gospel to all mankind.
The church of the twenty-first century must embrace
an evangelistic vision that characterized our first-
century brethren, a vision which led the church to
infectious zeal and unprecedented growth. It is im-
perative that we learn to see things from heaven’s
perspective, lest we be blinded by worldly allure-
ments to the point of losing our own souls while ne-
glecting the souls of the lost around us. Let us take a
closer look at the vision that enabled the early
church to grow in such a tremendous fashion.

Vision to See
It may seem redundant to consider the idea
of having vision to see. However, herein lies one of
the great paradoxes of Scripture: There are none so
blind as those who will not see (John 9:40-41). We

must make an honest evaluation of ourselves. Be-
fore we can win the world for Christ, we must make
sure that our own souls have been won over to his
cause (2 Corinthians 13:5). There is no deception as
destructive and detrimental to the soul as self-
deception (James 1:22). The early church had a
clear vision of who they really were: sinners saved
by the grace of God for the purpose of leading others
to him (2 Timothy 1:15). It is when we can learn to
see ourselves as God sees us that we can then turn
our spiritual eyes upon those around us. Much of
the trouble in the church today is that we have lost
the ability or the willingness to see others around us
who need to be reached with the gospel. We have
turned programs and budgets inward, catering to
those within rather than taking the message to those
without. We have allowed the walls of the church
building to become a barrier to evangelism. The
early church had the vision to see lost souls around
them, and so they went everywhere preaching the
word (Acts 8:4). They were aware that they had
freely received, so they were willing to give freely
(Matthew 10:8). Opportunities abound for those
who are searching for such. Jesus instructed us to,
“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already unto harvest” (John 4:35). Oh,
how the church would grow if we could seize upon
the same vision that captivated the heart and mind of
our Lord: “For the Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). He came
searching for lost souls. We must do the same. May
God help us to remove the blinders (cf. 2 Corin-
thians 3:14).

Vision to Soar

The early church grew rapidly because they
were not satisfied in their evangelistic endeavors.
They had embraced the divine perspective concern-
ing the value of lost souls (Matthew 16:26). Like
the eagle in flight, the first-century church soared
higher and higher, allowing them to see more and be
more. Jesus came that we might live the abundant
life (John 10:10). Why is it, then, that we often set-
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tle for less than the best when it comes to our spiri-
tual lives? Mediocrity should have no place in the
life of the child of God. Resting on our laurels, set-
tling on our lees, leads to lukewarm, half-hearted
service. Such is revolting to our Savior (Revelation
3:15-16). Are we satisfied to stir the waters of the
baptistery only a few times each year, or do we de-
sire to see them stirred on a daily basis (Acts 2:47)?
Are we content to erect a church building and put up
a sign advertising that the church meets in this par-
ticular location, expecting those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness to come to us, or are we
going from house to house with the message of sal-
vation (Acts 20:20)? Are we happy to have ninety-
nine in the fold, while one wanders away, or are we
prepared to make every effort to reclaim that wan-
dering lamb (Luke 15:4-7)?  The first-century
church mounted up on eagle’s wings, and refused to
settle for mediocrity. Excellence in evangelism was
their mantra, and from the evidence we conclude
that they were very adept at leading souls to Jesus.
It is time for the twenty-first century church to snap
out of our lethargy, to repent of our complacency,
and to soar to new heights in taking the gospel to the
world.

Vision to Stay the Course

The early church embraced her mission with
unparalleled zeal. When Jesus commanded those
steadfast saints to go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature (Matthew 28:19; Mark
16:15), they took these marching orders to heart, and
were soon turning the world upside down for the
cause of their Master. They refused to be defeated
by what must have seemed at the outset to be a
rather daunting, if not altogether impossible, task.
The first-century church was so committed to evan-
gelizing the world that they achieved their goal: “If
ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be
not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which
ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am
made a minister” (Colossians 1:23). We live in the
midst of amazing technology, when we can send a
message around the globe in a matter of seconds.
Yet, we often will not even walk next door to talk to
our neighbor about Jesus! We can beam satellite
transmissions into the remotest regions of our world,
yet a sizable majority of souls in our world have

never heard the gospel message! The early church
would not be turned aside from her mission to take
the gospel to every nation. A message that started in
the hands and hearts of twelve men soon became
known to every creature under heaven. Don’t tell
me that we cannot evangelize the world for Jesus
today! Could it be that we allow trials and tribula-
tions to cause us to give up too easily? Have we not
fully counted the cost of following the Lord, realiz-
ing that faithfulness to God requires that we be soul-
winners for Jesus (2 Timothy 2:2)? If we want the
church to grow today as it did in the first century,
then we must be fully committed to evangelizing at
every opportunity.
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SOLICITING ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Due to the uncertain nature of the recent economic
down-turn, and with the increased cost of both printing
and mailing a publication like Words of Truthwe are
asking that all individual subscribers please consider
taking Words of Truttby email. Most have the capabil-
ity to receive our publication in such a manner, and we
are asking all who can to please consider doing so. We
wish to be the best stewards of the financial resources
that God has entrusted into our care, and we feel that
by taking such measures we can do even greater good
gAGK D2RQa of Saaiay3dao
version of Words of Truthby visiting our website,
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tab, you will find a place to submit your email address
to receive Words of Truth You may also email your
request to sixthavenue@bellsouth.net. We will still
mail bundles to congregations, and individual subscrip-
tions to those who are unable to receive Words off
Truth by email. Please consider taking Words of Trutl
by email so that we may continue to do the greatest
good we can with the blessings God has given to us. If
you are currently receiving Words of Truthand wish to
receive it by email, please submit your email address
as well as your mailing address so that we may cross-
reference your records in our database. This will allow
us to make the transition much easier.
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HAST THOU CONSIDERED MY SERVANT JOB?

Editorial (Continued from March, 2010)

Satan desires that he do—give up on God. In spite
of all that befalls him, Job maintains his faith in
God. He reasoned that if God could give him all the
blessings he enjoyed in life, then surely God could
take it away. Although it was not God who was tak-
ing away his blessings and his health, Job’s attitude
is remarkable. Throughout the book, Job wonders
why this has happened to him. At times he ques-
tions his faithfulness—perhaps it is for some evil
that he has done that he is being punished. At other
times he wants to know why God would allow this
to happen. Despite the questions and accusations,
Job never sinned with his lips (Job 1:22; 2:10). In
the end, God rewards Job’s patience and fidelity by
blessing him with twice as much as he had before
(Job 42:10).

One of the greatest lessons I gather from this
interchange between Satan and God is the trust that
God shows toward man and the lack of trust Satan
has toward man. God trusted Job to do what was
right, and He was not afraid for Job to be tested.
God trusts us to do what is right. That is why He
allows us the opportunity to choose to follow Him.
On the other hand, Satan does not trust man as far as
he can throw him. He is sure that man will choose
the evil rather than the good. He believes that man
will not follow God unless there is some benefit to
be gained from it. That is why Satan approaches
man with the promise of immediate reward. Is God
worthy to be worshipped, in spite of the blessings
that come from following Him? Is Satan right that
we only follow the Lord because of the promise of
reward? Job was going to remain faithful, even if
God took back all those things He had given to Job.
I believe Job vindicates God, showing that there are
those who will follow God simply because He is
God.

How many of us would have turned our
backs upon God if placed in a similar situation?
How many times do people give up on God when
they suffer far less than what Job endured? If Satan
were to come before God today, would God readily
recommend us to be tested, knowing our faithfulness
and loyalty to Him? Would God be able to speak as
highly about us as He did of Job? We must deter-

mine to remain steadfast in spite of the circum-
stances of life that may befall us. We must not al-
low the tragedies of life to keep us from singing in
the dungeon (Acts 16:25). We must commit our-
selves to following in the footsteps of the Lord,
wherever they may take us. If we will remain faith-
ful to God and exercise patience in enduring the tri-
als of life, we will hear the greatest compliment of
all at the last day: “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things,
I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord” (Matthew 25:21).
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EDI TORGS NOTE: Due t
March, 2010 issue of Words of Truth, page 3 was
accidentally omitted, and page 5 was printed twice.
Page 3 contained the rest of the editorial entitled
ifiHast Thou Considered

gret that this error occurred, and are making the
latter portion of the article available for you in this
mont hés i ssue.

PLEASE SUBMIT CHANGE OF ADDRESS!

We are currently having a handful of our pub-
lications returned to us each month due to mailing
records that are not up to date. Each of the returns
costs us money in addition to the postage required to
mail Words of Truthnitially. We ask that you please
submit updated mailing information if you are moving
so that you will not miss any issues of Words of Truth
In an effort to be good stewards of the finances of
the church, we will remove from our mailing any
who are returned to us. You may submit your change
of address information by mailing that to us at 1501
Sixth Avenue, Jasper, AL 35501, or by emailing us at
sixthavenue@bellsouth.net. If you have not been re-
ceiving the Words of Truthyou may go online to
www.sixthavenuechurch.org, and under the resources
tab find the sign-up for our publication.
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WHY SUFFER?

Andy Kizer, Haleyville, AL

Warning: “If you take this drug, you may suffer
some side effects.” Why couldn’t life come with such a
warning label? It does. Jesus said, “In the world you
will have tribulation” (John 16:33), and, indeed, we do.
Why did I lose my job? Why was my spouse unfaith-
ful? Why is my child sick? Why am I addicted to
drugs? Why did my spouse die? And on and on we
may go with questions about our suffering. Moreover,
we want to know: Where is God when [ suffer? Didn’t
He know bad things would happen? If He did, why did
He create man anyway?

In some ways, God is like a loving parent. In
Old Testament days, He was called, “a father to Is-
rael” (Jer. 31:9), and Jesus instructs Christians to pray
to “our Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:9). Before parents
have children, they know of the disappointments, heart-
aches, and pain they may suffer through their lives, but
they have children anyway. Why? Because they also
know of the potential for tremendous joy and great love
that lies in their having children. “Behold, children are
a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a re-
ward” (Psa. 127:3). So it is with God. Being omnis-
cient (or all knowing), He knew we would disappoint
Him and rebel against Him, but He also knew many
souls would long to be with Him and follow His will to
live eternally with Him.

Why must suffering be a part of our preparatory
lives? Is there any benefit in it? Yes. In helping us
through our earthly sojourn, God has helped us with the
great mystery of pain, suffering, and evil. For example,
suffering allows us to see that...

Excellence Appears

Through their troubles, God can draw people to
Him. It made that kind of difference in the life of David
who said, “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I
might learn your statutes” (Psa. 119:71). Suffering may
also sharpen character. Problems can help Christians to
become more like Christ. To the Roman brethren it was
said, “...we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not put us to shame...” (Rom. 3:3-5). Suffering is not
good, but God can and does make good things come
from it. Think on things of excellence (cf. Phil. 1:10).

Evil Appraised

Evil should be known for what it really is. The
day is coming when suffering will cease and evil will be
judged. To “appraise” may mean to estimate the value
of a thing, which we have done in the previous point;
however, it may also mean, “to judge.” One day, the
evil behind all of our suffering will be exposed and pun-
ished because of what it is. “...God considers it just (or
right, A.K.) to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well
as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels” (2 Thes. 1:6, 7). Sickness and
pain will be eradicated, and people will be held ac-
countable for the evil they committed. In heaven, “...
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away” (Rev. 21:4).

Ecstasy Admired

Will you not be ecstatic to find the fulfillment
of Revelation 21:4? Will it not be even more delightful
when the bliss of eternal life in heaven is compared to
the brief sojourn on earth? Doesn’t our suffering here
make us long for heaven even more? Take a look at
your eternal existence as it appears in the “big picture.”
Consider Paul. If you want to “boast” about your suf-
fering, Paul would say that he could boast even more
“...with far greater labors, far more imprisonments,
with countless beatings, and often near death” (2 Cor.
11:21-23). Yet, “...this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison,” he said in 2 Corinthians 4:17. Here is the
“big picture”: You may have a lot of suffering here,
and you may have lived with it for a long time, but
through an eternity of wonderful delight, you may look
back on those few years on earth and say, “That was but
a moment.”

Suffering is a motivator. It leads us to God or
turns us from Him. With either, the choice is yours.
Suffering is a personal problem that demands a personal
response. If you run to the Lord for aid and comfort,
Jesus says, “...in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33).

woTt
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WHERE ARE THE NINE?

Mark Reynolds, Rock Hill, SC

“And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem
that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Gali-
lee. And as he entered into a certain village, there
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar
off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them,
he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the
priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they
were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that
he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God, and fell on his face at his feet, giving
him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus an-
swering said, were there not ten cleansed? But where
are the nine? There are not found that returned to
give glory to God, save this stranger” (Luke 17:11-
17).

In many ways this text does not need com-
ment as it is rather plain, and at the same time, pro-
found. There are, however, some powerful points
that can be drawn from the text. We will notice only
three.

Making Peace

There were ten men who were brought to-
gether by a common disease, namely leprosy. They
did not come close to Jesus because of this dreaded
disease. In a very real way, all they had in life was
one another. Leprosy caused division from their
home villages, the market places, public worship, and
even families.

Perhaps the most significant fact in this com-
ing together was that one of them was a Samaritan;
interesting because the Jews had no association with
Samaritans. In the account of Jesus with the woman
at the well, the lady made this fact clear: “Then saith
the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou,
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman
of Samaria? For the Jews have no dealings with
the Samaritans” (John 4:9). Yet, because of this
common disease, this group of Jews and a Samaritan
seem to get along, and even live together in harmony.

Many times in conditions of misery people
seem to forget the things that keep them apart. It al-
most seems that some tragedy can be beneficial in life

to bring people together. This writer, as [ am sure
1s the case with all readers, remembers well how the
United States came together on the day of the at-
tacks of 9/11. For an all too brief period of time
people appreciated one another and their country.
People overlooked simple, nagging things about
others, and just appreciated the fact that we were all
in this together as a country. Keep in mind I am not
talking about forgetting things where there can be
no compromise, but rather people overlooked per-
ceived flaws in one another in this time of devasta-
tion. The problem now, however, is that when this
tragedy passed (actually it will never pass for those
who lost loved ones) so did the effort to get along
as fellow humans. As is usually the case, when
people are forced to come together in tragedy, the
unity is short-lived.

The Method

Another interesting part of this miracle is
the method Jesus used in their healing. Luke re-
corded the occasion of another leper being healed
earlier in his account: “And it came to pass, when
he was in a certain city, behold a man full of lep-
rosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and be-
sought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean. And he put forth his hand, and
touched him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And im-
mediately the leprosy departed from him. And he
charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thy-
self to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, ac-
cording as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto
them” (Luke 5:12-14). The method Jesus used with
this sole individual was far different than he em-
ployed with the ten. With the ten, Jesus did not
touch them; did not cleanse them immediately, but
instead told them to go show themselves to the
priest. On their way to the priest they were
cleansed. One cannot be sure why he used different
methods in these cases, although there was the im-
perative similarity of sending them to the priests
according to the law of Moses (Leviticus 13-14).

It can be seen that the method Jesus used of
sending the ten to the priests before they were
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healed required faith on their part (Morgan). Evi-
dently they were cleansed on their journey. Jesus of-
ten applied various methods when he performed
miracles. In the case of the ten, not only did they
have faith in His ability, but it also showed that Christ
could heal people even when they were not in the
same vicinity. His power is truly unlimited.

The Message

The main message that cannot be missed in
this account is derived from the question Jesus asked
the lone thankful Samaritan: “Where are the nine?”
Jesus asked a question He certainly knew the answer
to: “Were there not ten cleansed?” The Lord had not
forgotten how many were present when He instructed
them to go show themselves to the priest. His ques-
tion was obviously stressing a point, and herein is the
message. Jesus Christ, the Son of God values
gratitude, and misses it when it is not expressed.

On another occasion Jesus went to the house
of Simon and missed the common courtesy of the
Eastern home: “I entered into thine house, thou
gavest me no water for my feet... Thou gavest me no
kiss...My head with oil thou didst not anoint” (Luke
7:44-46). These passages should be an eye-opening
lesson for each of us! We are all in danger of being
among the nine when it comes to the gratitude we
owe our dear Savior. How many forsake opportuni-
ties to come together with other Christians and praise
God together in worship? How often do we neglect
to thank God in our prayers for all He has done, and
continues to do for us? Many times our prayers are
focused on items we desire rather than gifts God has
already given us. How often do we fail to tell others
the good news of what Jesus has done for us in saving
our souls? This study caused me to quit typing on the
keyboard, pause for a few minutes, and tell God I am
sorry for being ungrateful, and tell Him how thankful
I am for Who He is, and what He does. Perhaps you,
dear reader, should do this now yourself. Jesus de-
sires gratitude and misses it when it is absent.
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ARE WE USING GIVE

TALENTS?

Eva Nell Brown Naramore

Are we using given talents?
Talents of the mind: not gold.
Gifts from God to use while living,
Bringing lost sheep to the fold.

If with knowledge we have wisdom,
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Gifts of value, few or many,
Gaining others or we lose.
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And in time he will deliver,

Talents needed that are best.
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Some may sew, and some may cook.
Others may be great musicians,
Or the author of a book.

There are carpenters, and farmers,
Welders bending iron and steel.
Artists with a stroke of color,
Painting pictures that look real.

When the Father comes to gather,
Talents left within our hands,
Will he find more gained than buried?
Have we carried out his plans?

With ability for working
While we live we have the time,
We can use God given talents,
What we bury he will find.

May we never leave for others,
Work God gives for us to do.
But remember the wise virgins,
Though our talents may be few.



ASK A BIBLE QUESTION

QUESTION: Where in Matthew 19:9 or any other scripture does it
say that the one that has committed fornication and then marries an-
other commits adultery for the rest of the time married to the second
spouse? I don't read it in Matthew 19:9 that way or any other pas-
sage. Therefore, why do preachers preach it that way?

ANSWER: The words "commit adultery," found in Matthew 19:9
are from one Greek word - moichad. It is a Present Middle or Pas-
sive Deponent Indicative Verb. The key to understanding its mean-
ing is the "present" tense. The present tense represents continuing
action. Thus, if a man divorces his wife for some reason other than
"fornication" (unchastity) and remarries, he continually commits
adultery - i.e., the parties involved keep on committing the sin of
adultery as long as the so-called second union continues. Therefore,
the force of the grammar is that as long as the forbidden union exists
the couple lives in adultery. In fact, in the original Greek of both
Matthew 5:32 and Matthew 19:9, the idea is that of continuing ac-
tion (i.e., continuing to commit adultery). Jesus pronounced the vio-
lation of "commits adultery" upon the "put away" spouse - there's no
way to argue with His pronouncement. The forbidden union is a vio-
lation of self, those involved (reason: ineligible marital material), the
marriage bond and God Himself. Remember the contextual state-
ment of Jesus - "What God hath joined together..." God is intricately
interwoven into the fabric of each marriage whether invited or not.
Therefore, the violation of "adultery" is attributed to the fornicator
on the grounds of union with someone other than their God ordained
partner. Cf. the instruction of Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:17-18. Further-
more, conflicting interpretations will not change the TENSE (present
tense - i.e., continuous action) of the verb "commits adultery." I hope
this sheds light on the reason most Christians preach and teach what
they do about divorce and remarriage. Jesus used a word (moichad)
that was clearly understood by those to whom he spoke. They under-
stood “commit adultery” to mean continuous action.

—NMark N. Posey
Decatur, AL




