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“I BELIEVE GOD WANTS ME TO BE HAPPY” 

Todd Clippard, Hamilton, AL 

 Earlier this year I was in a conversation with 

a fellow Christian who made the following state-

ment, "I believe God wants me to be happy." It was 

the second time I remember hearing those exact 

words coming from a fellow Christian, and the cir-

cumstances and topic of discussion were exactly the 

same - both men were divorced for reasons other 

than fornication and looking for an "out" from Mat-

thew 19:9 so they could remarry.  

  Where did anyone ever get the idea that our 

personal happiness is God’s greatest desire? While 

sermonizing not too long ago, I made mention of 

evangelical sensation Joel Osteen and his brazen re-

fusal to speak about sin, repentance, or hell. Many 

have rightfully identified him as nothing but a "feel 

good" preacher. No one ever leaves one of his ser-

vices with any inclination that they need to repent or 

amend their ways. Tragically, this attitude toward 

preaching and so-called Christian living has found 

its way into the hearts and lives of Christians. But 

think about the ramifications of this type of thinking.  

  Such thinking says God is willing to over-

look and worse still, condone sin for the sake of 

one’s personal happiness. But God is of purer eyes 

than to behold evil and cannot look upon wickedness 

(Hab 1:13). Is God so desirous of your happiness 

that he will condone adultery? How then will "for 

whosoever shall divorce his wife, except it be for 

fornication, and shall marry another, commits adul-

tery" (Matt 19:9) be reconciled with "know ye not 

that the unrighteous shall inherit the kingdom of 

God? Be not deceived! Neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers shall inherit the kingdom 

of God" (1 Cor 6:9-10). These two passages can 

never be reconciled under the influence of this think-

ing. Speaking of heaven, John wrote, "nothing un-

clean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what 

is detestable or false" (Rev 21:27 ESV). 

  But what other sins will God overlook in or-

der to ensure our happiness? If God is willing to 

overlook sexual sins for the sake of my happiness, 

then he most certainly will overlook the drunkard 

and his love for the bottle. No doubt he will ignore 

the gambler whose high stakes poker games bring 

him much joy. Without question he will disregard 

the foul language of the man who finds much pleas-

ure in regaling his co-workers with the latest jokes 

and off-color tales. Where will it end? 

  It ends with God’s word as given to Saul: 

"Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings 

and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 

hearken than the fat of rams..." (1 Sam.15:22-23).  

More than our happiness, God desires our faithful-

ness. Jesus came to give us an abundant life, but that 

life is not one of guaranteed joy. The early church 

was  persecuted and her members tortured and slain 

for their faith (Acts 26:9-11). All such sacrifice was 

a needless waste had they only known they could 

deny the faith to ensure their happiness.             WOT  
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 The Sermon on the Mount is the greatest dis-

course ever delivered on the subject of the kingdom 

of God and the character of those who will be 

granted citizenship in it.  In the midst of a religious 

landscape dominated by the self-righteousness and 

hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees, the teachings 

of Jesus in this memorable sermon challenged the 

status quo.  The religious “elite” of Jesus’ day had 

become so focused only on the externals of God’s 

law, as well as elevating human tradition above the 

word of God, that they had neglected the heart of the 

will of God.  The Master Teacher sounded the call 

for true righteousness, in stark contrast to the pseudo

-righteousness which characterized the common reli-

gious teachings of the day.   The Sermon on the 

Mount has often been called the Magna Charta of 

the Christian religion, the Christian’s Constitution.  

Truly, the teachings of Jesus in this profound, 

though brief, discourse announced the arrival of a 

new kingdom, wherein would dwell only those will-

ing to abandon the doctrines and commandments of 

men in favor of the way of exceeding righteousness.  

If one were to highlight a central theme of this great 

sermon, I suppose one would have to select the fol-

lowing as its thesis: “For I say unto you, That except 

your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 

the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 

into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).  Un-

derstand that this call to exceeding righteousness is 

not a matter of degree.  It is a matter of the very na-

ture of the righteousness that Jesus brings to our at-

tention.  The righteousness of God in every way ex-

ceeds the righteousness contrived and practiced by 

man.  The Pharisees were guilty of teaching and liv-

ing a man-made righteousness.  Jesus calls us to 

God’s righteousness.  To exceed the righteousness 

of the scribes and Pharisees was not a summons to 

greater heights of self-righteousness, but a directive 

to abandon that system altogether.    

 A failure to embrace the righteousness of 

God had affected the relationship of the scribes and 

Pharisees to God and to their fellow man.  Self-

righteousness had blinded them to their faults and 

the need for forgiveness (Matthew 5:23-24; 6:14-

15).  In so doing, their system of righteousness had 

led them away from being longsuffering and forgiv-

ing toward one another, and had instead turned them 

to retaliation and vengeance (Matthew 5:38-48).  It 

had caused their worship to become merely an at-

tempt to gain the approbations of their fellow man 

(Matthew 6:1-5).  Certainly to this list much more 

could be added, but these are sufficient to show the 

deficiencies of their man-made system of righteous-

ness.  Self-righteousness always leads man to con-

coct his own laws in regard to matters spiritual.  This 

was true in the days of Jesus, and stands just as true 

today.  Jesus confronted their convoluted reasoning 

by turning man back to the heart of God’s law.  The 

citizens of his kingdom will not only concern them-

selves with obeying his laws, but they will also con-

cern themselves with the proper motivation and atti-

tude which underlies obedience to the law of Christ. 

 One such area wherein the self-righteousness 

of the scribes and Pharisees had made a mockery of 

God’s law was in regard to the sanctity of marriage.  

Jesus addressed them with these words:  “It hath 

been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 

him give her a writing of divorcement:  but I say 

unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 

saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 

commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that 

is divorced committeth adultery” (Matthew 5:31-

32).  Sadly, the religious leaders among the Jews had 

taken liberties with the word of God.  While Jehovah 

allowed a writing of divorcement to be given upon 

discovering some “uncleanness” in one’s spouse 

(Deuteronomy 24:1-4), the scribes and Pharisees had 

twisted this allowance into divorce for any cause 

(Matthew 19:3).  Where God had mad provision for 

“the hardness of man’s heart” (Matthew 19:8), the 

religious leaders had then twisted into a liberty 

which the Almighty never intended.  In their shroud 

of self-righteousness, the scribes and Pharisees 

looked only to the letter of the law, and lauded them-

selves for perfect adherence to such.  So long as one 

had a proper writing of divorcement, in their eyes all 
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was done in accordance to the law of God.  They felt 

no remorse in casting aside their spouse, nor did 

they consider or care about the compromising posi-

tion in which a divorced mate was put through their 

callous, cold-hearted “liberty.” 

 For all of their supposed understanding of the 

law, the scribes and Pharisees grossly misunderstood 

God’s will concerning marriage.  Though God had 

made provision if one’s spouse was unfaithful, their 

interpretation of this provision was completely out 

of harmony with God’s desire for the marriage rela-

tionship.  Jesus brought this to their attention in an-

other discussion of the divine institution of marriage:  

“Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suf-

fered you to put away your wives:  BUT FROM 

THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO” (Matthew 

19:8, emphasis mine, PM).  It was never God’s in-

tention for the marriage bond to be broken, except 

by death (Romans 7:1-4).  But because the Almighty 

knew that some would not be faithful to the commit-

ment they made to their spouses, He allowed but one 

exception to His law of marriage of one man and 

one woman for life (Genesis 2:24).  Jesus tells us 

that this one exception whereby man may put away 

his wife (or vice-versa) and marry another with 

God’s approval is fornication (Matthew 5:32; 19:9).  

The divine law of marriage should be considered 

sacred by all who enter into matrimony, so sacred in 

fact that we should never desire to put asunder what 

God has joined together (Matthew 19:6).  Consider 

also the spiritual danger into which the one who has 

been put away is placed if one divorces for just any 

cause.  Jesus states, “…That whosoever shall put 

away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 

causeth her to commit adultery…”  Jesus did not 

have in mind that the husband who put away his 

wife without cause would somehow force his put 

away wife to commit adultery.  But, in so doing, one 

puts his/her spouse in spiritual danger by putting 

them away without cause, to the extent that the one 

put away will likely then go out and marry another 

to whom they have no right to be married, thereby 

living in a continual state of adultery!  They have no 

right to marry another because in the eyes of God 

they are still married to their first spouse, even 

though by the process of law he/she had put the 

other away.  This is what Jesus had in mind when he 

warned of trying to put asunder what God had joined 

together.  Though the laws of the land may allow 

divorcement for any cause, God’s law only allows 

divorce for one reason.  To ignore God’s will in this 

matter, and put away one’s spouse for any reason 

other than marital infidelity, is to place the put away 

mate in spiritual jeopardy.  Should that mate then go 

out and commit adultery, not only would the put 

away spouse be held accountable before God for 

such sin, but so, too, would the mate who had put 

the other away!  Add to this the fact that Jesus men-

tions that other souls will be placed in danger if one 

is to put away his/her spouse for just any reason:  

“…and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 

committeth adultery.” 

 Friends, God is serious about the sacred in-

stitution of marriage, and we must be as well.  “For 

the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth put-

ting away” (Malachi 2:16).  Let us respect and honor 

God’s law of marriage as He intended.  One man 

and one woman together for life, with only death 

separating them!  This is God’s plan for marriage, 

and may it ever be our aim to uphold His divine will 

in this regard. 

   WOT 
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SATAN’S CRUELEST LIE 
Kevin Beard, Fayette, AL 

 Jesus made it perfectly clear: Satan is a liar (John 

8:44). His lies are like fiery darts (Eph. 6:16), and he 

is compared to a lion seeking opportunity to devour 

the careless (1 Pet. 5:8). But of all the lies Satan 

tells, which is the cruelest? Is it the lie that there is 

no God? While this is indeed a cruel lie, those who 

are deceived by it are looking for a way to live life 

on their own terms. They are not willing to submit 

themselves to the ultimate authority of the supreme, 

sovereign God. When they meet their Maker in judg-

ment, they will see the foolishness of their ways too 

late, but they never really wanted to be a part of 

God’s kingdom in the first place. Is it the lie that one 

can live a life of sensuality and excess without eter-

nal consequences? This too is a cruel lie, but for 

many of the same reasons just given, this lie may not 

be the cruelest of all. Which of Satan’s lies, then, 

tops the list as the cruelest? It may very well be the 

lie he tells people who think they are saved when 

they really are lost. 

 This lie may be the cruelest because it exploits 

people’s desire to be with God. There are many peo-

ple in the world who know enough about God and 

about what He offers to mankind that they want to 

become His children. However, Satan knows that a 

mere desire to be a child of God is not enough to 

make one a child of God. Paul explained that we be-

come children of God through faith in Christ when 

we put on Christ in baptism (Gal. 3:26-27). How-

ever, there are millions, perhaps billions of people 

who have believed the many different forms of Sa-

tan’s lies regarding how people become children of 

God. Many believe they are children of God merely 

because they have believed; others are convinced 

that they became children of God when they prayed 

the “sinner’s prayer;” still others affirm that they 

were individually predestined to be God’s children. 

Unless these people learn the truth, they will go to 

their graves convinced that they are children of God. 

They will face death with a hope that is based on a 

cruel lie. Too late they will learn that they had been 

deceived by Satan’s cruelest lie. 

 This lie may be the cruelest because it makes a 

mockery of people’s sincerity. There are plenty of 

hypocrites in the world, but not every person who is 

lost is a hypocrite. Jesus told His apostles that there 

would come a time when those who killed them 

would think they were serving God (John 16:2). Saul 

of Tarsus was that kind of person. In all sincerity 

before God (Acts 23:1) he persecuted the church to 

the death (Acts 22:3-4). Sincerity alone proves noth-

ing of a person’s true standing before God. Lots of 

people today sincerely devote their lives to what 

they believe to be the service of God. These are not 

the kind of people who persecute Christians, like 

Saul did. These are people who claim to be Chris-

tians. They are sincere, devoted, conscientious peo-

ple who believe they are living in God’s grace and 

on the way to heaven. But because their sincerity is 

based on a lie, they are not living in God’s grace. If 

they continue on their course they will find out too 

late that they had been deceived by Satan’s cruelest 

lie. 

 The truth is that God has only one way for 

salvation. Jesus described that way as “straight and 

narrow” (Matt. 7:13-14). God’s Word defines the 

limits of that straight and narrow way. Many have 

been deceived into believing that they are following 

that way when really they are not. Satan knows that 

though God is merciful and gracious, He does not 

tolerate any alteration of His Word. It is only 

through His Word that people can gain access to the 

grace that saves from sin. Because of this, Satan’s 

cruelest lie may just be the one that convinces lost 

people who want to be saved that they are saved by 

following something that God has not given. May all 

people search for and find the one true way that 

leads to salvation.   

 

WOT 
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ENOUGH ABOUT SIN? 
Mike Benson, Hattiesburg, MS 

I listened to her sob over the phone, "This isn't 

supposed to be happening to me.  I'm a Christian wife 

and mother...!" The very sound of her voice made my 

heart feel like lead. For months she had been involved 

in an affair with a man she had met at work. A friendly 

chat had evolved into dinner, then intimacy. Now her 

adultery had been exposed. She was pregnant with her 

lover's baby and could no longer hide her burgeoning 

figure. Everybody knew -- her non-Christian friends at 

work, her family, her church family, her husband, and 

her God. She lamented her behavior and wanted ever-so

-desperately to turn back the clock, to undo her illicit 

deeds. Then too, she worried about how her future 

would unveil. "Where will I live?" she asked. "Who will 

take care of me and the baby?" "What about my other 

children?" 

I wanted to say some magic words. I wanted to 

alleviate her grief and mend her broken heart. Most of 

all, I wanted to see her restored to the Lord and her mar-

riage repaired. My last wish wasn't possible. Having 

severed her sacred trust with her husband, he had filed 

for divorce. In a few days the legal work would be com-

pleted and their eleven-year bond would be dissolved in 

a court of law. 

I didn't say it to her on the phone, but I couldn't 

help ponder later, "She should have thought more about 

sin." That's right! She should have thought MORE, not 

less, about sin. Often times we get ourselves into trou-

ble because we don't think enough about sin and its con-

sequences. Jesus said, "... It is more profitable for you 

that one of your members perish, than for your whole 

body to be cast into hell" (Matthew 5:29b.) Hell. Wages 

(cf. Romans 6:23; Numbers 32:23; Galatians 6:7,8.) 

Consequences. Satan doesn't want us to think about 

consequences, only the momentary gratification and 

pleasure. If he can divert our attention away from the 

results, we will falter and sell our soul for a "mess of 

pottage" (cf. Genesis 27). 

I have a new-found appreciation for the words 

of the Hebrew writer: "By faith Moses, when he became 

of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daugh-

ter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people 

of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of 

sin" (Hebrews 11:24,25 NKJV). Moses thought about 

sin. He considered the eternal dimensions of staying in 

Egypt and sharing in the sensual pursuits of his peers. 

"What faced [Moses] was a crisis decision: 

whether to remain in the eyes of men 'the son of Phar-

aoh's daughter,' or to throw in his lot with the despised 

people of God. He could not be both an Egyptian and an 

Israelite. On one hand was all the splendor of Egypt, 

with its rare treasures and its magnificent heritage; to be 

in Pharaoh's palaces and to possess perhaps even the 

throne, to be in a position of power and in a place of 

privilege and refinement—all the things (the author de-

scribes them as the fleeting pleasures of sin) an ancient 

empire could offer. On the other hand were poverty, 

contempt, and affliction; for Israel at this time was a 

nation of slaves, groaning under its heavy load, with 

broken spirits and vanished hopes, hemmed in inexora-

bly to daily abuse. Yet Moses, by faith, recognized 

these to be the people of God. He deliberately chose to 

travel with them the dangerous way rather than to con-

tinue in ease. He saw, by faith, that to continue in ease 

would be sin and further, that the pleasures of sin give 

no lasting satisfaction ..." (Neil Lightfoot, "The Faith of 

Moses," Jesus Christ Today, 215-216).  

"Bred in a palace, he espoused the cause of the 

people; nursed in the lap of luxury, he embraced adver-

sity; reared in the school of despots, he became the 

champion of liberty; long associated with oppressors, he 

took the side of the oppressed; educated as her son, he 

forfeited the favor of a princess to maintain the rights of 

the poor; with a crown in prospect, he had the magna-

nimity to choose a cross; and for the sake of his God 

and Israel, he abandoned ease, refinement, luxuries, and 

the highest earthly honors, to be a houseless wan-

derer" (Quoted anonymously in Arno C. Gaebelein, 

Moses -- His First and Second Coming, np). 

Like Moses, we need to think more about sin 

and what happens if, or when, we yield to our desires: 

"A brief, lustful look could lead to an affair."  

 "A simple wink could wreak my marriage."  

 "Moral compromise would ruin my example."  

"A single click of the mouse could lead to a 

 wrong relationship."  

"A short-term thrill would wreck my family."  

"An affair will jeopardize my salvation."  

 "The fleeting excitement of passion will rob me 

 of inner peace." 

 

Dear Christian, have you thought enough about 

sinning? "... But fornicators and adulterers God will 

judge" (Hebrews 13:4b; cf. Revelation 21:8).       WOT 
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TEARS IN A BOTTLE 
Wayne Jones, San Marcos, TX 

The first form of communication a newborn 

learns is that of shedding tears.  Having four daugh-

ters, I can personally attest to the fact that a newborn 

says a great deal by just the tears that she sheds.  She 

often says, “I am hungry” or “I am cold.”  Perhaps 

she is saying, “I am sleepy” or “my diaper is 

dirty.”  As parents, it may take a while to determine 

what those tears really mean, but she is communicat-

ing nonetheless. 

There are three types of tears shed by the hu-

man eye. First, basal tears help to wet the cornea on a 

constant basis by providing a “tear film” to cover the 

eye.  It is also believed that these tears fight against 

bacterial infection.  Next, reflex tears are formed 

when foreign objects invade the eye’s environ-

ment.  Anything from a sliced onion to pepper spray 

can stimulate this type of tears.  Finally, there are 

psychic or emotional tears.  This type of tear is 

unique to the human race.  Emotional tears are unique 

to us because they are a reflection of our needs emo-

tionally, physically and even spiritually.  They help 

us to communicate feelings that we are not able to 

fully express in words.  

We know assuredly that God hears our cries 

and sees our tears.  Job explained that the tears he 

cried were poured out before God (Job 16:20).  God 

actually told Hezekiah, “I have heard your prayer, I 

have seen your tears” (Isa. 38:5).  It was David who 

declared, “The Lord has heard the voice of my weep-

ing” (Psa. 6:8).  In view of our tears and in response 

to our crying, God has provided us a place where He 

will wipe away all tears (Rev. 7:17) and where there 

will be no more crying (Rev. 21:4). 

In addition to these encouraging and uplifting 

passages, David makes a memorable and profound 

statement regarding his tears in Psalm 58:6.  By in-

spiration, David proclaimed:  “You number my wan-

derings; put my tears into Your bottle; are they not in 

Your book?”  It was often the case that David felt 

alone and discouraged as he faced enemy after en-

emy.  Whether he was dealing with a jealous, rival 

king or a rebellious, ambitious son, David was often 

driven to hide in the fortress of God (Psa. 71:3; 91:2) 

and under the shadow of His wing (Psa. 17:1; 

57:1).  Inside that fortress and under His wing, God 

captured the tears of David in a bottle and marked 

the reason for those tears in his book.  Malachi 

wrote of this book and called it “His book of re-

membrance” (Mal. 3:16). 

Is there anything more comforting or pre-

cious than to know that God puts our tears in a bot-

tle?  In this statement David is referencing an an-

cient custom practiced in many cultures which in-

cluded capturing the tears of mourners near the 

grave of a loved one.  They would put those tears in 

containers called lachrymatories or “tear bot-

tles.”  Sometimes these bottles were buried with 

their loved ones and others were sealed and kept as 

a memorial of their grief.  Obviously, David is 

pointing out that our tears are not soon forgotten 

with the God of heaven.  When His people suffer 

and cry, He hears.  When His people hurt and sob, 

He knows.  When His people stumble and weep, He 

sees.  When the eyes of His people are filled with 

tears and their cheeks are damp like the dew, He 

remembers.  He puts our tears in a bottle. 

In the immediate context, David’s tears are 

related to his enemies.   Graphically, David chroni-

cles their plot to destroy him (Psa. 56:1-2, 5-6).  In 

the opening two verses of this Psalm, David reveals 

the aggressive, persistent nature of his ene-

mies.  The words “swallow” and “hound” in verses 

one and two are translated from the same Hebrew 

word.  According to Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew 

Definitions, this word can mean “to thirst for one’s 

blood.”  When you put these two ideas together you 

have a scenario where David was daily being pur-

sued by men who wanted to see his blood 

spilt.  Verses five and six demonstrate just how real 

and deep their hatred for David was.  It literally 

came from within.  These men thought continually 

about how they would destroy God’s anointed.  Be-

hind the scenes these men formed a bond of de-

struction and their target was the giant slayer him-

self.  They marked his path, no doubt, to wait for 

the perfect opportunity to pounce.  

Still, in the midst of this horrible description 

of his enemies, David makes several statements of 

trust and faith in God.  David either praises God or 

declares his trust in God in verses 1, 2, 3 and 
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4.  Then he asked this question:  “Shall they escape 

by iniquity?”  This statement follows:  “In anger cast 

down the peoples, O God!”  David wants retribution 

and vengeance against those who had made his life 

miserable and seemingly unbearable.  

What did God do?  He put David’s tears of 

fear, frustration, and persecution in a bottle and wrote 

them in His book of remembrance!  Friends, he will 

do the same with our tears of persecution at the hands 

of our enemies.  Paul made it clear that vengeance 

belongs to Jehovah God (Rom. 12:19).  A.D. 70 was 

a vivid example of Divine vengeance on a nation that 

had not only turned their back on the Father, but re-

jected and murdered His Son.  The book of Revela-

tion graphically details the deliverance of God’s 

vengeance on the Roman Empire and consequently 

the vindication of the righteous.  In turn, we can ex-

pect God to vindicate the righteous in the final 

day.  Therefore, “if anyone suffers as a Christian, let 

him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God on this 

behalf “(1 Pet. 4:16).  Why?  Because in that great 

day, Christ will return, “taking vengeance” on them 

who (among other things) have been the constant, 

spiteful enemies of God’s people.  He will put our 

tears in a bottle and thus, remember our suffering. 

God will also put our tears of grief and sorrow 

in a bottle.  He cares for us when we hurt (1 Pet. 

5:7).  Christ, Himself, wept tears of grief and sorrow 

over the death of a dear loved one (John 11:35).  This 

qualifies Him to sympathize with us and to truly see 

the need to have that grief and sorrow comforted.  He 

may not be able to dry all of our tears in this life.  Nor 

will He stop our eyes from producing tears.  He will, 

however, put those tears in a bottle and remember 

that we need the strength of his word (Acts 20:32) 

and the strength of our brethren (2 Cor. 1:3-7). 

Another category of tears that God sees and 

remembers are tears shed for sin.  “Blessed are those 

who mourn” (Matt. 5:4).  It is godly sorrow that leads 

to repentance (2 Cor. 7:10).  Thus, God is pleased 

when we cry over our sins.  Such sorrow indicates 

remorse for the past and resolve for the future.  God 

is able to put those tears in a bottle and remember that 

those who mourn for sin will be comforted when they 

are forgiven and because He remembers them no 

more (Heb. 8:12). 

God has a book of remembrance in which He 

will list our sorrows.  God has a bottle in which He 

will store our tears.  Why?  Because our God is “full 

of compassion, longsuffering and abundant in 

mercy” (Psa. 86:15)!  Thanks be to God for putting 

our tears in His bottle! 

WOT 
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¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ 
With the gospel as their guide. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ άƎƻΗέ 
By the truth we must abide. 

 
No greater work could ever be, 
¢Ƙŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 

Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ άŀƭƭέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 
And so many have not heard. 

A Christian mother finds great joy, 
When her son decides to go 

Into the fields of God to work, 
Seeds of righteousness to sow. 

 
Men with faith that desire to go, 
CŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ 
Deserve great respect and honor! 
May they have long life to preach. 

I believe each has an answer, 
For reason of hope within, 

To give all to all that ask of them, 
And the truth they will defend. 

 
CƻǊ ōŀōŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ 

The sincere milk of the word. 
ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳέ 

That make sure the word is heard. 
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ  ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΗ 
hŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

When you listen to the preaching, 
You may want to make a call! 

. 
 



QUESTION: Does it matter when we take the Lord’s Supper? 

 

ANSWER: Apostolic example fixes the time and the frequency 

with which the Lord’s Supper is to be observed.  The apostles 

were guided into all truth (Jn. 16:13) as far as their teaching is 

concerned [divine guidance did not rule out mistakes in their per-

sonal lives and personal judgement].  Therefore, what they spoke, 

what they wrote, and what they did as directed by the Holy Spirit 

served as a guide for the infant church, and continues to serve as a 

guide for the church today.  As Paul was making his return to Je-

rusalem from his third missionary journey, he came to Troas 

(Acts 20:1ff).  When he and the other disciples got to Troas, they 

waited seven days (20:6).  Mind you, Paul was in a great hurry to 

get to Jerusalem, to take the offering that the Gentile churches 

had given to help alleviate the suffering of the saints in Judea.  So 

why tarry seven days when time was so important?  Paul and his 

travelling companions waited seven days so that they could as-

semble with the church at Troas to partake of the Lord’s Sup-

per.  This they did upon the first day of the week.  The word 

“when” in verse seven is very important.  It explains why the 

church came together upon the first day of the week—to break 

bread.  This example sets the time that the Lord’s Supper is to be 

observed—the first day of the week (Sunday).  It also sets the fre-

quency—every Sunday.  Some will argue that it does not say 

every first day of the week.  In giving the Ten Commandments, 

God said, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”  He did 

not say every Sabbath, but the Jews understood what God 

meant.  The same holds true for the Lord’s Supper.  The saints 

assemble every Sunday.  Therefore, they observe the Lord’s Sup-

per every Sunday. 

—Patrick Morrison 
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