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THANKFUL FOR MY CHILDREN 

Todd Morrison, Chesapeake, VA 

 There are many times when we, as parents, 

think about how thankful we are for our children. 

They are such a blessing from God. Not counting the 

stress and the hardships we might experience be-

cause our children go through phases in their lives, 

overall we are thankful that we were blessed with 

them. Our children bring so much joy and happiness 

into our lives. The life of the home is full of wonder-

ful experiences. What a joy our children are! 

     In saying this, our generation of children is very 

close to repeating history. The descendants of 

Joshua did not know God (Judges 2:10). This is a 

sobering thought, but one that must be examined 

with an open heart. We as parents might be quick to 

deny any thought that our children would fall prey to 

that pattern of history. 

 1 John 2:15-17 tells us what can lure our 

young generation away: “Love not the world, neither 

the things that are in the world... For all that is in 

the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 

of the world.” Society today throws this reality “in 

your face!” The clothes get shorter, tighter, and 

lower while the television and internet bring all of 

the evil desires right into the home. We are faced 

with moral dilemmas every day because of the vari-

ous media outlets that have become common-place 

in our households. The bar has been lowered by so-

ciety’s standards. We must not be oblivious to these 

things, allowing evil to make its way into our homes. 

 As parents, we have a responsibility to teach 

our children who God is. God commanded that we 

teach our children. “For he established a testimony 

in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 

commanded our fathers, that they should make them 

known to their children: That the generation to come 

might know them, even the children which should be 

born; who should arise and declare them to their 

children:” (Psalm 78:5-6). 

 If we encourage our children as Paul in-

structed Timothy, they can have a great impact on 

the world. Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou 

an example of the believers, in word, in conversa-

tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. (1 Tim 

4:12) If we teach them, it will impact their ability to 

make the right decisions when challenged, and in 

turn they can teach others the truth (2 Tim 2:22-24). 

 What better way to teach our children than to 

practice what we preach? We must serve as an ex-

ample for them to follow. They see the real us. They 

know how we really act when others are not around. 

They know how we really feel about certain people 

or events. Do we do our best to show them who Je-

sus really is? In light of this, we have a very big re-

sponsibility to live ours lives as God desires. Our 

children’s future depends on it. 

 How rooted are our children in the Word of 

God? Are they prepared to face the fiery darts of the 

evil one? Have they been shown the way because of 

the example we live?                                           WOT  
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 Our God is a benevolent, merciful, and giv-

ing God.  He has blessed us with an innumerable 

host of blessings and benefits.  The Almighty allows 

the rain to fall and the sun to shine upon us 

(Matthew 5:44-45).  He is the provider of our daily 

bread (Matthew 6:11).  The psalmist reminds us that 

it is “the Lord, who daily loadeth us with bene-

fits” (Psalm 68:19).  It is in Him that we live, move, 

and have our being (Acts 17:28).  God is so good to 

us, in that He so often gives us more than the simple 

necessities of life.  Though we should certainly be 

grateful for the air we breathe, the clothes we wear, 

the roof over our head, the food we eat, etc., God 

gives and does more than we can ask or imagine 

(Ephesians 3:20).  Those who are blessed to live in 

this country enjoy a standard of living that the ma-

jority of the world can only dream about.  It may be 

that we are often guilty of confining God’s blessings 

and goodness to material possessions only.  Oh what 

joy and happiness we miss out on when we fail to 

see all of the many ways in which God showers His 

goodness and love upon us.  Consider yourself 

blessed indeed if you possess a good measure of 

health that allows you to work and earn a living for 

your family.  If you are surrounded by a loving fam-

ily and a host of close friends, then you are blessed.  

How often do we remember to offer thanksgiving 

and praise to God for the various talents and abilities 

that He has granted unto each of us?  We have dif-

fering levels of abilities in unique combinations and 

measures that make every person valuable in the 

Lord’s service.  It is our responsibility to exercise 

faithful stewardship in regard to God’s manifold 

benefits that we are privileged to hold for a time (1 

Corinthians 4:2).  Being a steward necessarily im-

plies that we will give answer to our Benefactor as 

to how we have used, or misused, His provisions.  

We must be careful that we not neglect the talents 

and abilities that God has entrusted to us.  There are 

some serious consequences with which to deal if we 

fail to use what God has given us as He has directed 

us to do in His word.  What results when we neglect 

our God-given abilities? 

GOD IS NOT GLORIFIED 

 All that we have and all that we are is for the 

purpose of bringing honor and glory to our heavenly 

Father.  So many fail to realize the reason for our 

existence in this world, and, therefore, misuse and 

abuse all of God’s magnificent benevolence.  Those 

with little or no understanding of man’s noble pur-

pose exploit their talents to selfish ends.  Perhaps 

you will recall that the second wisest man the world 

has ever known, Solomon, attempted to find purpose 

and happiness in every endeavor known under the 

sun, only to find that all is vanity (Ecclesiastes 1:2, 

repeated some 12 times in this book).  It was only 

when he realized the true reason for his existence 

that Solomon was able to know happiness and ful-

fillment: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 

matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:  for 

this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  

Paul summed up life’s purpose in this manner: 

“According to my earnest expectation and my hope, 

that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 

boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magni-

fied in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.  

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain” (Philippians 1:20-21).  We exist in order to 

magnify God in all that we do.  Ultimately, God re-

ceives glory only through the church (Ephesians 

3:20), but that glory is brought about by members of 

the body of Christ using their abilities to point peo-

ple to Him (Matthew 5:16).  When man does not use 

his talents and abilities, he fails to honor Him Who 

created him and endowed him with his unique col-

lection of aptitudes. 

 

THE CHURCH IS NOT STRENGTHENED 

 A residual benefit of Christians exercising 

their abilities to glorify God is that brethren are en-

couraged, and the church is strengthened as a result.  

Each Christian is vital to the functioning of the 

body:  “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 

in particular” (1 Corinthians 12:27).  No one comes 

to the kingdom of God with the same combination of 

talents that you possess, nor does anyone possess 
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those talents in the same measure as you do.  This 

makes every person essential to the work of the 

church.  None can claim that he or she is unimpor-

tant in the cause of our Lord (1 Corinthians 12:15-

16).  God has placed each obedient believer in the 

body for a purpose:  “But now hath God set the 

members every one of them in the body, as it hath 

pleased him” (1 Corinthians 1:18).  When we fail to 

utilize our abilities for the glory of God, we also fail 

to fulfill our responsibilities in the body of Christ.  

Notice the emphasis on the proper working of every 

part of the body in Ephesians 4:16:  “From whom 

the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 

by that which every joint supplieth, according to 

the effectual working in the measure of every part, 

maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of it-

self in love” (emphasis mine, PM).  When every 

member puts to use his talents in service to God, 

then the church is built up and strengthened. 

 

SOULS WILL BE LOST  

 Neglecting our abilities ultimately will cost 

us our soul.  In the parable of the ten virgins 

(Matthew 25:1-13), the five foolish virgins were 

condemned for what they failed to do, not for some 

gross immorality or overt wickedness on their part.  

In the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the 

one talent man was condemned for failing to put to 

use that which his master had entrusted into his care.  

As Jesus paints a picture of the Judgment Day 

(Matthew 25:31-46), notice that those who are ban-

ished to eternal torment find themselves there for 

what they failed to do (vv.41-45).  To be certain, 

many will be eternally lost because of the sins they 

have committed for which they have not received 

forgiveness (Revelation 21:8; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10).  

But the Bible also teaches us that many will be lost 

for what they have failed to do:  “Therefore to him 

that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 

is sin” (James 4:17).  The refusal to utilize the tal-

ents and abilities God has given us will certainly 

cause us to be lost, but it may also cost the souls of 

others as well.  What a tragedy it will be to be for-

ever banished from the presence of Almighty God 

because of a failure to do that which was easily 

within our power to do!  Let us resolve to bring 

glory and honor to God, and in so doing draw the 

lost to Him, by using the talents and abilities that He 

has so graciously bestowed upon us.  To God be the 

glory!                                                                  WOT 

 

WHAT  A CHANGE A 

MOMENT BRINGS 
Eva Nell Brown Naramore 

 
From a mortal to immortal; 

What a change a moment brings. 
Free from sorrow...glad tomorrow 

In a land of peaceful dreams! 
 

From a land of thirst and hunger 
To a land with streets of gold; 
In a moment restful slumber 

To a never dying soul. 
 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘŜŀǘƘΩǎ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ 
While the doors swing open wide, 

Where the lifeboat on the river 
Takes us sailing on the tide. 

 
Joy supernal, life eternal 

Ends a mournful dying call. 
Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ŜǾŜǊ 
²ƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴǎ ŦŀƭƭΦ 

 
Faint the heartbeat near the crossing 

As death brings the body pain. 
In a moment, in the twinkling 
hŦ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

 
Onward Christian, forward marching! 
Faith with works  will take us through 

To make ready late a moment; 
In this life will never do. 

 
Just a moment!  Just a moment! 

What a change a moment brings! 
.Ŝ ȅŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΧ 
May be nearer than it seems. 

 
. 
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òSANCTIFY ME APART FROM THY TRUTH?ó 
Dan Cates, Independence, MS 

 Obviously the title of this article is in direct 

contrast to John 17:17 ("Sanctify them through thy 

truth: thy word is truth.").  What an attitude of defi-

ance and disrespect would be needed to expressly 

state such in speaking to God!  I know of few who 

might even dare to speak in such terms; however, 

there are many in the religious world and in the 

church who effectively are saying as much through 

their actions.  For a few moments, please notice 

these with me. 

 The one who believes that all will be saved, 

and so lives his life unconcerned with his own spiri-

tual state, is effectively saying, "Sanctify me apart 

from thy truth."  Why?  Because God says that not 

only will not all be saved, but even the majority will 

not be saved, for "narrow is the way, which leadeth 

unto life, and few there be that find it" (Mat. 7:13-

14). 

 The one who believes that he can be saved 

even if he ignores a command of God here or there 

is effectively saying, "Sanctify me apart from thy 

truth."  Why?  Because God says that "every weight, 

and the sin which doth so easily beset us" must be 

laid aside (Heb. 12:1). 

 The one who lets convenience decide when 

he will obey or worship God is effectively saying, 

"Sanctify me apart from thy truth."  Why?  Because 

what God commands should take precedence over 

what man may desire to do (Mat. 6:33); furthermore, 

God shows through the example of Felix that one 

can have an opportunity at hand and yet call it in-

convenient (Acts 24:25). 

 The one who thinks he can hold the teaching 

of others on the same level as that of God is effec-

tively saying, "Sanctify me apart from thy truth."  

Why?  Because God has said that there is nothing 

above (or even equal to) His Word which can be 

added to it, just as there is nothing which can be re-

moved from it (Rev. 22:18-19--it has been well said 

that if something is more than God's Word it is too 

much, if it is less it is too little, and if it is the same 

you don't need it, for you have God's Word already!)

--for the words of this book, alone, are the ones by 

which man shall be judged (John 12:48). 

 The one who thinks that one religious group 

is as good as another, and so is unconcerned about 

which church he attends, is effectively saying, 

"sanctify me apart from thy truth."  Why?  Because 

God tells us there is only one body (Eph. 4:4; Rom. 

12:5; I Cor. 12:20; Col. 3:15) over which Jesus is 

head (Eph. 1:22; 5:23; Col. 1:18) and for which he 

shed his blood (Acts 20:28). 

 The one who thinks that there is no necessity 

in being baptized, and so does not follow that com-

mand, is effectively saying, ""sanctify me apart from 

thy truth."  Why?  Because God says that baptism 

saves (I Pet. 3:21) for it washes away sins (Acts 

22:16) as the new life begins when one is raised with 

Christ (Rom. 6:3-4). 

 Obviously the list could go on of ways that 

men effectively say, "sanctify me apart from thy 

truth."  While none of us would expressly say this, 

we are capable of effectively saying this in our atti-

tudes and actions.  Please consider the words of the 

Psalmist:  "The law of the LORD is perfect, convert-

ing the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple.  The statutes of the LORD 

are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 

the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  The fear 

of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judg-

ments of the LORD are true and righteous alto-

gether" (Psa. 19:7-9). 

 WOT 

FREE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE  

 
If you would like to study the Bible in the privacy of your 
own home and at your own pace, enroll in a free Bible 
correspondence course.  All materials are free of charge, 
and you are under no obligation to continue the study.  
Brother Hap Johnson will be glad to get you started in 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōȅ 
writing to the church office at the Sixth Avenue Church 
of Christ, 1501 Sixth Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, 35501.  
You may also call us at (205) 384-6446. You may also 
visit us at www.sixthavenuechurch.org, and under the  
άǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ǘŀōΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 
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A CUP OF RICE 
Mike Benson, Hattiesburg, MS 

 You're lazily flipping through the channels on 

your new flat screen TV.  Despite the vast array of 

viewing options, there's nothing worth watching, at 

least for the moment.  Your thumb stops on a random 

station.  It's a half-hour long commercial for "Feed 

the Children."   

 The broadcast depicts a hungry African 

child.  His arms and legs exhibit no muscle at 

all.  He's a veritable skeleton with dark brown skin 

stretched over the bones.  Green bottle flies encir-

cle his eyes and ears.  His belly is unnaturally dis-

tended and swollen.  He's weak, pale, sickly and 

frail.  He's had one "meal" in the past seven days.  A 

small cup of rice.   

 A phone number flashes at the bottom of the 

television.  You're being asked to donate.  Just the 

change out of your pocket.  For the price of a cheap 

cup of coffee you could support this poor, starv-

ing child.  You could put food in his growling 

belly.  Your heart and emotions are aroused by this 

under-nourished youth.  "How in the world does he 

make it?" you ask yourself.  "He can't live on one 

meal a week."  Determined to help, you pick up the 

phone and punch in the 800 number.     

 Stay with me for just a moment.       

 We all recognize that to be healthy, we must 

maintain a steady, balanced diet.  We can't skip 

meals for days on end.  We certainly can't live off 

of a single meal once a week.  And yet, isn't that 

exactly what we're doing when our only source of 

spiritual nourishment comes from the Sunday 

morning sermon?  When we habitually skip Sunday 

morning Bible class, aren't we saying that we can be 

healthy and strong by eating just one meal a 

week?  When we miss the Sunday evening and 

Wednesday night assemblies at church, and the only 

time we take in real, biblical sustenance is the 11 

o'clock Lord's Day message, aren't we saying -- at 

least by our actions -- that a child of God only has to 

eat one meal every seven days?  When we fail to 

open our Bibles at home and pour through the sacred 

Word each day, but then manage to "squeek in" at the 

last minute for that one hour worship assembly on the 

first day of the week, aren't we communicating that a 

Christian requires little food for the soul?  A small 

cup of rice, indeed.  What we acknowledge in the 

physical realm, we tend to forget in the spiri-

tual.  Some of us are starving ourselves to death 

(Hosea 4:6) and we don't even realize it!   

 When we go to the New Testament book of 

Acts, we find a group of folks who understood 

the correlation between regular Scripture "meals" and 

a strong, maturing faith.  The text says, "Now the Be-

reans were of more noble character than the Thessa-

lonians, for they received the message with great ea-

gerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see 

if what Paul said was true" (Acts 17:11).  Did you 

catch that?  The Bereans were more nobly disposed 

than the Thessalonians because 1) they received the 

spoken Word with great eagerness (A. T. Robert-

son says "eagerness" carries the idea of rushing for-

ward), and because 2) they "examined the Scrip-

tures every day to see if what Paul said was 

true."  Watch it!  The Berean Jews were com-

mended because they personally investigated the Old 

Testament prophecies to which Paul appealed on 

a DAILY basis.  You might say the Thessalonians 

had a cup of rice once a week, while the Bereans ate 

"three squares" a day.   

 Dear Christian, if the Word is food (Matt. 4:4; 

cf. Psm. 19:9-10; Jer. 15:16; John 6:26, 63), and it is, 

shouldn't we "pull up to the table" and fill our plates 

every day?  If we can make time for television, 

sports, shopping at the mall, going to the movies, and 

a myriad of other fleshly pursuits, we certainly can 

make time to read and study God's Word.   

 When would be the best time for you to delve 

into your Bible?  At the breakfast table?  During 

break at work?  Before you go to bed after the kids 

are asleep?  Pick a time that is best for you and then 

enjoy the feast!   
                                                   WOT 
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FAILING TO HONOR GOD 
Wayne Jones, San Marcos, TX 

They could have gone down in history with 

the likes of Peter and Paul or even Abraham and 

Moses.  They had been carefully selected and conse-

crated to the service of God.  All the information they 

needed had been directly given to them.  Their train-

ing in service to God was extensive and de-

tailed.  Their uncle and father served as nearly unim-

peachable examples of faithfulness.  Yet, these two 

men are not known for their dedication, but rather for 

the debacle their actions caused.  By name we know 

them as Nabab and Abihu.  Their story is recorded in 

Leviticus 10:1-2.  “Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons 

of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put 

incense on it, and offered profane fire before the 

LORD, which He had not commanded them. So fire 

went out from the LORD and devoured them, and 

they died before the LORD” (Lev. 10:1-2). 

Nabah and Abihu were not guilty of murder, 

treason, adultery or homosexuality.  Their sin would 

not have “ranked” up there with David’s or Cain’s in 

the inaccurate sin scale that some use to judge oth-

ers.  Their sin was connected to their approach to God 

in worship.  They were guilty of the things warned 

against in Exodus 20:2-5, Mark 7:7 and Colossians 

2:23.  They were only guilty of that which many are 

still guilty today. 

In short, these two fallen priests were guilty of 

not honoring God.  Heaven’s response to this sin is 

compelling to say the least.  After sending fire to de-

vour or consume them, God actually spoke regarding 

the situation.  Through Moses, consider God’s view 

of this event and the reaction those present were to 

have:  And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the 

LORD spoke, saying: “By those who come near Me I 

must be regarded as holy; and before all the people I 

must be glorified.” So Aaron held his peace” (Lev. 

10:3).  

The phrase “I must be regarded as holy” 

stands out when investigating this passage.  It is actu-

ally translated “I will be glorified” and “I will be 

honored” in two modern translations.  The absolute-

ness of such a statement is more than impressive.  He 

does not say “I ought to be honored” or “it would be 

best if I were honored.”  God is clear regarding the 

matter of worship.  If we are to worship Him hon-

estly, correctly and Biblically, then He will be hon-

ored with our worship!  Worship of any other kind 

will not bring glory or honor to the name of God. 

It is a sad day when Christians need to be 

reminded of the honor our worship should bring to 

the God of heaven.  It is a shame when members of 

the church must be reminded of their need to wor-

ship not only in truth, but also in spirit (John 

4:24).  However, there is such a need in many 

places.  There are several ways wherein we can dis-

honor God when we are supposed to be worshiping 

and honoring Him.  Let us consider a few to-

gether.  May these thoughts serve as a warning to 

us.  May we never be guilty of failing to honor 

God. 

We fail to honor God in worship…  

 

        When We Are Not Present 
It almost goes without saying that we cannot 

lift up the name and majesty of God in worship if 

we are somewhere else at the “appointed 

hour.”  Slackness in church attendance was a cause 

for concern in the church in Jerusalem (Heb. 

10:25).  Interestingly, their lack of attendance was 

directly connected to their commitment to the cause 

of Christ.  The recipients of the Hebrew epistle 

were brethren who had begun to back down from 

that which they had once stood on (Heb. 10:39-

11:1).  Yet, today people will claim they are stead-

fast in their desire to honor God and that regular 

attendance is not a reflection of the heart.  Friends, 

such is not the case.  While our presence at the ser-

vices of the local church does not prove our faith-

fulness in all areas, it is a direct reflection of how 

seriously we want to honor God. 

Regardless of how many sermons are 

preached regarding this subject and how many dif-

ferent approaches are taken to deal with this prob-

lem, some seem to never grasp the concept that 

when they refuse to attend and assemble with the 

saints that they are forfeiting the unique privilege of 

honoring the God of heaven and earth.  

 

         When We Are Not Prepared 
Preparation for worship is something that 
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the previous generation stressed, but does not seem to 

be a high priority for the current generation.  Years 

ago, Saturday night was viewed much like a “school 

night” or “work night.”  Children were not allowed to 

stay up late because they needed to be rested for Bi-

ble Class the next morning.  Being on time and par-

ticipating in class both hinge on the amount of prepa-

ration that is done for that morning’s activities. As a 

Bible class teacher for over ten years, I personally 

can see a decline in these two areas.  Why?  In many 

cases, the cause is linked directly to the preparation 

those families are making to worship God. 

Abraham serves as an approved example of 

the importance of worship preparation.  When he 

commanded the servants to stay with the animals so 

that he and Isaac could go worship, Abraham had not 

just rolled out of bed or rushed into the parking lot 

after racing across town to get to the place of wor-

ship.  In fact, the Bible points out that he got up early 

in the morning (Gen. 22:3) and that he traveled for 

three days (22:4).  He did these things so that he 

might be ready to worship when the time ar-

rived.  You and I would do well to learn from this 

example or we might find ourselves dishonoring God 

because we are not prepared to worship.  

           

          When I Do Not Participate 
Our society’s craving to be entertained (as it 

has tirelessly been pointed out) is alive and well in 

our local church houses.  We would well to con-

stantly remind ourselves that we are not the audience 

in worship.  We are not the ones to be pacified or 

pleased when the songs are selected or the sermon is 

preached.  We are not the ones that determine if wor-

ship is acceptable because we are not the one being 

worshipped.  God is our audience and if we do not 

join in we will not honor His name. 

Some refuse to sing despite the commands of 

Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16.  Some refuse to 

attentively pray despite the commands of 1 Thessalo-

nians 5:17 and 1 Timothy 2:1-2.  Some refuse to give 

despite the command of 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.  Some 

refuse to discern the Lord’s body and blood while 

partaking of the communion despite the commands of 

Matthew 26:26-30 and 1 Corinthians 11:27-

34.  Some refuse to study along with the one preach-

ing despite the command of 2 Timothy 2:15 and the 

example of Acts 17:11.  Failing in one or more of 

these areas, results in God not being honored. 

Sometimes we may not participate like we 

should because we are preoccupied with other 

things.  Sadly, one of the following statements repre-

sents something that has preoccupied all of us at one 

time or another when we ought to be worshiping 

God:  Is that a new dress that Suzie is wearing?  I 

wonder why Mike did not talk to me this morn-

ing?  Will the local Restaurant have a long line this 

afternoon?  Is our team kicking off at 12:00 or 

3:00?  Why don’t they take that baby out?  I can’t 

believe my wife/husband said that to me! 

Still others are preoccupied with cell phones, 

text messaging, passing notes, making fun of the song 

leader/preacher, watching the clock, playing with ba-

bies and what seems like a million other things.  Do 

we not realize that such keeps us from honoring 

God?  In contrast to these activities and distractions, 

we ought to be proclaiming the words of the Psalmist 

as we enter the house of worship:  “Oh, magnify the 

Lord with me, And let us exalt His name to-

gether” (Ps. 34:3). 

We will never be in the exact situation as 

Nadab and Abihu.  We will never even be in the same 

situation as Moses and Aaron were in.  We will never 

stand over an altar and warrant God’s approval 

through animal sacrifices.  We will, however, be 

judged each Lord’s day on whether or not we are pre-

sent, prepared and participating.  He is present at our 

worship services because He is seeking worship from 

true worshippers (John 4:23).  What will He find in 

our church houses?  What will He find in us?  Will 

we be found honoring Him? 
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COOPERATION NEEDED 
Mark Tonkery, Coolville, OH 



QUESTION: Is baptism essential for salvation?  

 

ANSWER:  Baptism is necessary for salvation because it is the 

process by which sins are washed away.  On the day of Pentecost 

as Peter preached to the Jews gathered in Jerusalem, they came to 

believe that Jesus was the Son of God (Acts 2:36,37).  Their faith 

alone did not rid them of sin.  They felt the guilt of sin, so they 

asked Peter what they must do to get rid of the burden of sin.  Pe-

ter told them to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins 

(Acts 2:38).  Paul was told by Ananias that baptism would wash 

away his sins (Acts 22:16).  Paul was not saved when the Lord 

appeared to him as he (Saul) was on his way to Damascus.  He 

was told that when he arrived in Damascus, he would then be told 

what he must do (Acts 9:6).  When Ananias came to Paul, he told 

Paul to get up and be baptized to take away this great burden of 

sin Paul was feeling. Second, baptism is necessary for salvation 

because it puts one into Christ.  In Christ alone is salvation to be 

found (2 Tim. 2:10).  Since salvation is solely in Christ, it would 

behoove us to get into Christ.  Only two passages in the whole 

Bible can one find the words “into Christ,” and in both instances 

the way this is accomplished is through baptism (Rom. 6:3; 

Gal.3:27).  Nowhere in the Bible does it speak of man believing 

into Christ, repenting into Christ, or confessing into Christ.  The 

only way to get into Christ, into salvation, is by baptism! Third, 

baptism is essential to salvation because the Bible explicitly says 

so!  Jesus made the statement, “He that believeth and is baptized 

shall be saved” (Mk. 16:16).  How much plainer could it 

be?  Man must believe and be baptized to be saved.  Just in case 

this is not plain enough, Peter forever settles the argument.  He 

wrote that baptism saves us (1 Pet. 3:21)!  Man can argue with 

Scripture all he wants, but there it is in black and white.  

—Patrick Morrison 
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