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COULD I BE AN UNWITTING DIOTREPHES? 

Todd Clippard, Hamilton, AL 

In John‘s third epistle, the apostle speaks of a 

contentious brother named Diotrephes. Concerning him 

John said, 1) he loves to have preeminence among the 

brethren; 2) he refused to receive John‘s earlier corre-

spondence to the church; 3) he spoke nonsense against 

the apostle and his company with malicious words; 4) he 

refused to receive brethren; and 5) he cast out brethren 

who wished to receive others (vv 9-10). This is quite an 

ugly picture for anyone to paint concerning a child of 

God, but we know that John‘s witness was true (v 12). 

Furthermore, John promised to "call to mind his deeds 

which he does" (v 10), implying that such behavior will 

not go unnoticed, be ignored nor be unpunished (cf 2 Cor 

13:2). Such should always be the case when members of 

the local church live in such a way to consistently fail to 

emulate the life of Jesus. Have you ever stopped to con-

sider that "faithful" Christians can do the same harmful 

things to the church like Diotrephes? Think about it . . . 

1. I can become a Diotrephes when I always 

have to have my way. Insisting on having one‘s way is 

nothing more than a desire to have preeminence. Such 

implies an attitude of self-importance and superiority. 

This stands in stark contrast to Paul‘s admonition to "give 

preference to one another" (Rom 12:10).  

2. I can become a Diotrephes when I refuse to 

accept the Scripture. John indicated he had written a 

previous epistle to the church, but Diotrephes refused to 

hear it. As an inspired apostle, John certainly wrote with 

Divine authority. John equated the acceptance of his pen 

with the acceptance of his person. Jesus said as much in 

John 12:48, "He who rejects me, and receives not my 

words, has one that judges him; the words that I have 

spoken will judge him in the last day." Furthermore, 

when I refuse to accept the writings of inspired men, I 

refuse the authority of God himself (John 14:26). 

3. I can become a Diotrephes when I speak 

disparagingly of the church. This includes complaining 

about the worship, those who lead in worship, or those 

who function with any authority within the church 

(elders, deacons, preacher, teachers). In my experience, 

those who complain the most about the church are those 

who contribute the least to it. They contribute the least of 

their time, their talents, their money, their prayers and 

their love. James admonished "do not speak evil of one 

another, brethren" (James 4:11). 

4. I can become a Diotrephes when I consider 

others as unworthy of fellowship. In Diotrephes‘ case, 

he refused to receive faithful brethren and cast out of the 

church those who desired to be hospitable. But we can 

also count non-Christians as unworthy of fellowship in 

the way we speak of them. When I denigrate someone 

who is not a member and another overhears me, what 

does that say to them about me and my local church fam-

ily? It says I would never invite such a one to worship, to 

participate in some fellowship activity, or to sit down and 

study the Bible with them. How can we say the gospel 

and the church are for all when we count some unworthy 

by our speech, our attitudes, and our actions? How dare 

we exclude others from the gospel and the church as 

though we ourselves determine who is worthy to be a 

partaker therein? Such is the height of hypocrisy, and 

don‘t think others don‘t recognize it as such! 

The dangers of becoming a modern-day Diotre-

phes are many and they are real! May we be on guard 

against any attitude that would harm the church and en-

danger our souls!                                                       WOT  
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―Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili-

gence to make your calling and election sure:  for if 

ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  For so an en-

trance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into 

the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Je-

sus Christ‖ (2 Peter 1:10, 11).  It is interesting to 

note that Peter writes these words to Christians.  

Many in the religious world teach that once one is 

saved from past sins (becomes a Christians), then he 

or she is forever saved, never in fear of eternal sepa-

ration from God due to ungodly living or negligence 

of duty.  Yet these words of Peter put to rest this 

false teaching of once saved always saved.  God‘s 

children must labor tirelessly to add the qualities of 

virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 

brotherly kindness, and charity to an already existent 

faith.  To neglect these glorious virtues will surely 

lead one to fall, to make unsure his calling and elec-

tion, and bar one from entrance into the eternal 

abode of the saved.  Those who are faithful to God, 

who are growing as they ought, will not have to 

―sweat it out‖ wondering if they will make it into 

heaven by ―the skin of their teeth.‖ Too many have 

the mistaken idea that if they do just enough, meet 

the minimum requirements, then they can slide on 

into heaven.  Those who approach Christianity with 

an attitude of ―just how little can I do to be pleasing 

to God‖ will find the gates of New Jerusalem forever 

barred, while the gates of hell stand wide open.  For 

others who reject such foolish thinking, and are will-

ing to do what God has asked, those pearly gates 

will swing open for an abundant and triumphant en-

trance.  Peter refers to the everlasting kingdom as the 

eternal dwelling place of the faithful Christian.   

The word ―kingdom‖ is used a number of 

ways in the New Testament.  One way in which the 

word is used is much like we would think of it, as a 

physical territory ruled over by a king (see Matthew 

24:7).  However, the overwhelming majority of ref-

erences to a kingdom is looked upon in two different 

ways.  Many times the word ―kingdom‖ has refer-

ences to the church upon earth.  That the church and 

the kingdom are one in the same is clearly taught in 

the Scriptures, regardless of what mainline denomi-

nations may say to the contrary.  One has only to 

read Matthew 16:18, 19 to find the church and the 

kingdom are synonymous.  Both Jesus and John be-

gan their ministries preaching that ―the kingdom of 

God is at hand‖ (Matthew 3:2; 4:17).  The establish-

ment of the church at this time was only about 3 

years away.  Jesus told his disciples that some of 

them would not see death until they saw the king-

dom come (Matthew 16:28).  If this has reference to 

the eternal kingdom of heaven, then there are some 

disciples of Christ who are over 2,000 years old!  

However, if this has reference to the establishment 

of the church upon earth, then they had only to live a 

short while longer before they saw it come (see Acts 

2).  Numerous are the references to the kingdom al-

ready being in existence after Acts 2.  In writing to 

the church at Colossae, Paul said that they had been 

translated, or moved, from the dominion of Satan 

into the kingdom of God (Colossians 1:13).  Notice 

that this is in past tense, having already been accom-

plished.  The Christians at Colossae certainly were 

not already in heaven, so Paul must have been 

speaking about their being in the church.  He later 

refers to a number of men who had helped him in his 

work as being felloworkers in the kingdom of God 

(Colossians 4:11).  Felloworkers in heaven?  No.  

Felloworkers in the church?  Yes! 

Many times the references to the kingdom of 

god in the New Testament speak concerning eternal 

salvation in heaven.  Jesus stated that not every one 

who called upon Him as Lord would enter into the 

kingdom of heaven (Matthew 7:21).  We can know 

this has reference to heaven, for in the next verse he 

says, ―Many will say to me in that day [emphasis is 

mine, SPM].‖  That day is the day of judgment, 

when all men will stand before God to receive the 

sentence of eternal life or eternal torment.  The Bible 

speaks numerous times concerning the inheritance 

that awaits the faithful child of God in the kingdom 

of heaven (see Matthew 25:34; I Corinthians 6:9, 10; 

Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:5).  Paul said that he 

was in the kingdom (see again Colossians 1:13; 
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4:11), yet stated that God would preserve him until 

the heavenly kingdom (2 Timothy 4:18).  Eternal 

salvation in heaven is the inheritance of all who are 

in the church and who remain faithful to the Lord. 

Whether the Bible speaks of the kingdom of 

God upon earth, the church, or the kingdom of God 

in heaven, the church glorified, it is always with the 

idea that this kingdom is everlasting or eternal.  

Long before the Messiah ever came into the world, 

Daniel spoke about the coming Messianic kingdom, 

the church.  He describes the church as a kingdom 

which shall never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44; 7:13).  

Nothing that Satan can do will ever destroy the pre-

cious body of Christ.  The church has survived since 

her inception some 2,000 years ago, and she will 

continue upon this earth until time is no more.  Even 

apathy and indifference on the part of many within 

the Lord‘s church will not spell her complete and 

utter doom.  There will come a time when the church 

will cease to exist upon the earth.  That time is when 

time is no more, when the earth and everything 

therein will be consumed with fire.  When the end 

comes, the church upon earth will cease to exist.  

However, this does not mean that the church will 

cease to exist at all.  Remember that the church will 

continue.  Christ will deliver the church up to the 

Father (I Corinthians 15:24), where the church will 

continue forever in the bliss of heaven.  The king-

dom of God upon the earth will then become the 

kingdom of God in heaven.  This kingdom too is ev-

erlasting, having been prepared for the faithful since 

before the foundation of the world (Matthew 25:34).   

The church upon earth is composed of all 

those who by faith in Christ as the Son of God (John 

8:24) are led to repent of their sins (Luke 13:3), con-

fess their faith in Christ as the Son of God (acts 

8:37), and be buried in water for the remission of 

sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).  The church is composed of 

the saved, those who have had their past sins washed 

away by the blood of Christ.  One cannot hope to be 

saved eternally until he first becomes a member of 

the Lord‘s church.  Jesus is the Savior of the body, 

the church (Ephesians 5:23).  However, just because 

one is saved from past sins, just because one has be-

come a member of the Lord‘s church does not guar-

antee that one will be saved eternally.  This is why 

we must ―give diligence to make your calling and 

election sure.‖  The day is coming when Christ will 

return to claim His bride, the church, and take her 

home to heaven.  Are you a member of the Lord‘s 

church, the one you read about in the Bible?  If not, 

you will be left standing outside the gate of heaven.  

If you are a member of the Lord‘s church, are you 

striving to grow more into the image of Christ every 

day?  Live faithfully for the Lord each day, and that 

abundant entrance into the everlasting bliss of 

heaven will be yours! 

   WOT 

SOLICITING ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due to the uncertain nature of the recent economic 
down-turn, and with the increased cost of both printing 
and mailing a publication like Words of Truth, we are 
asking that all individual subscribers please consider 
taking Words of Truth by email.  Most have the capabil-
ity to receive our publication in such a manner, and we 
are asking all who can to please consider doing so.  We 
wish to be the best stewards of the financial resources 
that God has entrusted into our care, and we feel that 
by taking such measures we can do even greater good 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
version of Words of Truth by visiting our website, 
ǿǿǿΦǎƛȄǘƘŀǾŜƴǳŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ 
tab, you will find a place to submit your email address 
to receive Words of Truth.  You may also email your 
request to sixthavenue@bellsouth.net.  We will still 
mail bundles to congregations, and individual subscrip-
tions to those who are unable to receive Words of 
Truth by email.  Please consider taking Words of Truth 
by email so that we may continue to do the greatest 
good we can with the blessings God has given to us.  If 
you are currently receiving Words of Truth and wish to 
receive it by email, please submit your email address 
as well as your mailing address so that we may cross-
reference your records in our database.   This will allow 
us to make the transition much easier.  
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THE BIBLE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
Chris Hodges, Valrico, FL 

Mental health is an issue that is oftentimes taboo 
among Christians. Reasons for this are numerous. Some peo-
ple donôt even believe that mental health presents real prob-
lems. Others believe that they are a sign of weakness or that 
they are caused by some unresolved sin. Some display that 
lack of compassion by calling people who are struggling ñnut 
jobsò or names similar to that. Sadly, many people do not un-
derstand the issue. 

One of the hardest things I had to do recently was to 
overcome the stigma of having a mental health disorder. If I had 
a physical ailment, I would not hesitate to tell people that I was 
struggling and ask for prayers and seek the appropriate help. 
However, I, like so many others do, was initially ashamed to 
admit my mental health problem, let alone tell anyone about it 
and seek the appropriate help. That was a huge mistake. I bat-
tled my mental health problems for almost seven months before 
I truly got the help that I needed. Good mental health is as vital 
as good physical health. No one would live in physical pain if 
there were someone out there to help. No one should live in 
mental pain either because there is help. I am a living witness 
of that fact. 

What does the Bible have to say about this issue? 
First, it gives us examples of people of the faith who have strug-
gled with mental health issues. For example, Jeremiah wrote, 
ñMy endurance has perished; so has my hope from the 
LORDò (Lam. 3:18). He was distraught because of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and had some mental health struggles. An-
other prophet who struggled was Isaiah, who wrote, ñLike a 
swallow or a crane I chirp; I moan like a dove. My eyes are 
weary with looking upward. O LORD, I am oppressed; by my 
pledge of safetyò (Isa. 38:14). Also, Job struggled during an 
extremely difficult time of his life. He said, ñMy inward parts are 
in turmoil and never still; days of affliction come to meet me. I 
go about darkened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the assem-
bly and cry for help. I am a brother of jackals and a companion 
of ostriches. My skin turns black and falls from me, and my 
bones burn with heat. My lyre is turned to mourning, and my 
pipe to the voice of those who weepò (Job 30:27-31). Further, 
David wrote, ñMy tears have been my food day and night é My 
soul is cast down within éI say to God, my rock: óWhy have you 
forgotten me?ô éWhy are you cast down, O my soul, and why 
are you in turmoil within me?ò (Psa. 42:3-11). He also wrote, ñI 
suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of the 
LORD: óO LORD, I pray, deliver my soulò (Psa. 116:3-4). Even 
the man after Godôs own heart struggled with maintaining posi-
tive mental health in all situations as many of his psalms reveal.  

Furthermore, one of the wisest men ever to have lived 
knew about mental health struggles. Solomon wrote, ñA manôs 
spirit will endure sickness, but a crushed spirit who can 

bear?ò (Prov. 18:14). He also wrote, ñEven in laughter the heart 
may ache, and the end of joy may be griefò (Prov. 14:13).  And 
again, he wrote, ñA joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed 
spirit dries up the bonesò (Prov. 17:22). Once more, he wrote, 
ñAnxiety in a manôs heart weighs him downò (Prov. 12:25a.). He 
was able to write these words by both his wisdom and his own 
experiences as evidenced in the book of Ecclesiastes. One final 
example worth mentioning is that Jesus himself struggled at 
times. During the night before the crucifixion, Jesus is said to 
have been ñin agonyò (Luke 22:44). Certainly, He had every 
right to be in inner agony, but it demonstrates the fact that inner 
struggles are real and happen to the best of people. 

Second, the Bible provides comfort to the hurting. We 
serve a God ñwho comforts the downcastò (2 Cor. 7:6). He is 
able to deliver us from the ñmany watersò (2 Sam. 22:17) of pain 
and suffering. In Him, we are able to take ñrefuge [é] till the 
storms of destruction pass byò (Psa. 57:1). During times that we 
are ñso utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired 
of life itselfò, we learn to ñrely not on ourselves but on Godò who 
ñwill deliver usò (2 Cor. 1:8-10). As a result, we can ñhopeò in 
Him for He is our ñsalvationò (Psa. 42:11). As we walk through 
the ñvalley of the shadow of death,ò He is with us and will 
ñcomfortò us (Psa. 23:4). When our ñspirit faints,ò God knows 
our way and will brings us ñout of prisonò (Psa. 142:3, 7). He will 
ñnever leave you nor forsake youò because He is your 
ñhelperò (Heb. 13:5-6). God is there to help us with any strug-
gles that we have, whether they are physical or mental. He will 
provide the ñmercyò and the ñgraceò we need ñto help in time of 
needò (Heb. 4:16). 

As a church, we need to be a people of comfort as 
well. We need to ñweep with those who weepò (Rom. 12:15). 
We need to ñencourage one another and build one another 
upò (1 Thess. 5:11). We need to ñstrengthen the hands that are 
weak and the knees that are feebleò (Heb. 12:12). We must 
remember that ñif one member suffers, all suffer togetherò (1 
Cor. 12:26). Thankfully, I have a church family like this and they 
were a source of blessing to me during my struggles. 
 If you are hurting, then please know that there is help. 
You have a God who loves you and will deliver you. You have 
godly Christian men and women who care and will comfort you. 
It may take time. It may require professional therapy and/or 
medication. It may be a constant battle for a lifetime. However, 
there is hope. There is a light at the end of the tunnel. Donôt be 
ashamed of your struggles. Go to your knees in prayer. Confide 
in a good friend. Get the help that you need. You are a precious 
child of God and He wants you to enjoy the life that He has pur-
posed for you.    

WOT 
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ALMOST PERSUADED 
Raymond Elliott, Prattville, AL 

 ñKing Agrippa, Believest thou the prophets?  I 

know that thou believest.  Then Agrippa said to Paul; 

óAlmost thou persuadest me to be a Christianôò (Acts 

26:27, 28).  The apostle Paul is an example to all Chris-

tians in his dedication to preach the gospel of Christ to 

every person.  He felt indebted to the human race because 

he possessed the knowledge of the truth and was ready 

always to preach the good news of salvation (Romans 1:14

-16).  He proclaimed that gospel as a free man, and, ac-

cording to the context of this passage, as a prisoner for the 

sake of the Lord.  Thus, before King Agrippa, he ex-

pounded the glad tidings that Jesus was the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament (26:22, 23).  Paul‘s sermon was so con-

vincing that Agrippa exclaimed, ñAlmost thou persuadest 

me to be a Christian.ò  Let us now observe some of the 

pertinent messages contained in this statement of the king. 

 

1.      ñALMOSTò.  Paul, in asking Agrippa if he 

believed the prophets (concerning Jesus), 

mentioned that he knew that he believed.  Yet, 

Agrippa was not a Christian.  A believer has 

the right to become a child of God but faith 

alone does not save a person (John 1:11-12; 

James 2:24, 26).  Almost is not all the 

way.  Here you have a believer who was not 

yet a Christian.  ñAlmost cannot avail; almost 

is but to fail: Sad, sad, the bitter wail, almost, 

but lost.ò 

 

2.      ñTHOUò.  Agrippa said, ñAlmost thouéò 

that is to say, he was addressing the apostle 

Paul, the preacher.  This infers that the Holy 

Spirit in a direct manner was not trying to get 

Agrippa to obey Christ.  Paul stated in II Co-

rinthians 4:7 that the gospel of Christ at that 

time was in the inspired apostles.  In every 

example of conversion mentioned in the book 

of Acts, it was always a man preaching to men 

and a man endeavoring to get men to believe 

and obey the gospel (Romans 10:13-

17).  There is not one example wherein an 

angel or the Holy Spirit ever preached the 

gospel to a human.  God used the agency of 

man in the spreading of the gospel (Mark 

16:15; Matthew 28:19). 

 

3.      ñPERSUADEST MEò.  To persuade is to 

ñprevail by advice, urging, reason and in-

ducement.ò  The sinner needs not to persuade 

God to save him.  God is willing to save all 

men who will turn from their sins and obey 

His son (II Peter 3:9; I Timothy 2:4).  The 

idea found in the ‗mourner‘s bench‘, that is, to 

‗pray through‘, begging God to save an indi-

vidual is not according to the Lord‘s divine 

scheme of redemption for mortal man.  

 

4.      ñTO BEò.  True religion of God is not some-

thing we get but rather something we do. ―To 

be‖ is to do (James 1:27).  The term ―be con-

vertedò in Acts 3:19 (KJV) actually means to 

ñturn againò (ASV).  The sinner is not pas-

sive in the process of conversion.  To ñturn 

againò infers action on the part of the one 

needing to be saved.  The eunuch in Acts 8:35

-39 confessed his faith in Jesus Christ and was 

baptized.  The Jews on Pentecost believed in 

Christ, repented of their sins and were bap-

tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of their sins (Acts 2:36-41). 

 

5.      ñA CHRISTIANò.  There is something in a 

name.  God changed Jacob‘s name to Israel 

(Genesis 32:28).  The last two letters of the 

name Israel is EL which is a Hebrew name for 

God.  You cannot say Israel without saying a 

name of God.  In the New Testament, the dis-

ciples were called (divinely called) Christians 

first in Antioch (Acts 11:26).  In principle, as 

with the name, Israel, you cannot say 

―Christian‖ without saying Christ.  The name 

Christian was given by God and by that name 

many saints suffered (Isaiah 62:1, 2; I Peter 

4:16).  It is in the name of Jesus Christ that we 

are saved.  ñAnd in none other is there salva-

tion: for neither is there any other name under 

heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 

much be savedò (Acts 4:12). 

 

As far as we know, King Agrippa died without ever obey-

ing the gospel of Jesus Christ, even though he possessed a 

faith in Him.  How sad to know and not to do what is re-

quired of God in order to be saved from our sins.  Salva-

tion is only promised to those believers who are obedient 

to the Son of God (Hebrews 5:8, 9). 

WOT 
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COUNT IT ALL JOY 
Bob Spurlin, Hartselle, AL 

 There is not a single person who has not en-

dured human suffering. It seems that some people go 

through more than their share of suffering, but such is 

part of the human experience. We often hear those 

that are frustrated with the crushing blows of life say-

ing, ?Why me, Lord!? The God of heaven becomes 

an easy target for those lashing out when such cases 

of human suffering knock at our door. There are three 

kinds of people in the world today: (1) those in the 

middle of a trial; (2) those coming out of a trial; and 

(3) those who are about to enter a trial. 

      The general subject of temptation or trial is 

discussed in James 1:1-15. It is apparent that those to 

whom the epistle was directed were, at the time, suf-

fering in some form, or would be called upon to pass 

through temptations, and thus needed counsel and 

support. The young Christians reading these words 

were faced with challenges; murmuring and com-

plaining, and of charging God as the author of temp-

tation and of sin. Let us consider the following topics: 

 

THE CERTAINTY OF TRIALS (James 1:2)  

 All readers of the epistle of James should ex-

pect trials to come with certainty. James wanted these 

young Christians to understand that this subject was 

not one of sorrow, but of gladness and joy (James 

1:2). These Christians would be called upon to endure 

severe trials. Enduring these trials would produce pa-

tience and grace in a difficult time. Truly we still 

need the admonition to ―count it all joy when you fall 

into divers temptations.‖ We never know when our 

faith will be put to the test physically, spiritually, or 

emotionally. The readers of James epistle were not to 

regard it as a matter of sorrow, but of gladness and 

joy to be called upon as they enter through such fiery 

trials. James was not suggesting that Christians ought 

to enjoy trials, or that trials are here for a joy. The 

inspired writer is not referring to some pain for pleas-

ure ritual. The fruit of such a spiritual exercise would 

produce patience, and this was to be considered a 

blessing from God (James 1:2-4).  

 

THE CHALLENGE OF TRIALS (James 1:3) 

  The trials we face in the Christian life could 

be fittingly described as a test or audition. Trials or 

tryouts are necessary before one is given the part in 

a play or theatrical production. All the trials we face 

in the Christian life compels us to rely completely 

upon our faith in God, to see if we are able to finish 

the race (I Cor. 9:24-25). He who passes through 

these fiery trials meeting the challenges of life gives 

proof that his religion is sound. The evidence seen 

in the lives of Abraham, Job, Daniel, Peter, Paul 

and others gave them courage, patience, and perse-

verance.  

     It is clear that the readers of this epistle are suf-

fering in some form, or they would soon be sub-

jected to trials causing their souls to be tested. The 

word ―temptation‖ in the KJV comes from the 

Greek work peirasmos. In fact the words ―trials‖ 

and ―temptations‖ come from the same root word. 

We must look at the context to determine its mean-

ing.  

     Trials are given by God that we may learn stead-

fastness. Temptations are given by Satan to cause 

us to stumble (James 1:13-15). God uses a trial to 

test us with the goal of bringing His children to the 

state of maturity. Satan, with his test, is plotting 

your misery. Peter drives home this truth: 

―Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 

trial which is to try (test) you, as though some 

strange thing happened unto you" (I Peter 4:12). 

Now to be tempted, or tried, is not a sin. Jesus was 

tempted, but he did not sin (Mt. 4:1-11; Heb. 4:15). 

Temptation is an enticement, an allurement, or in-

ducement to commit sin.  

 

THE CONFLICT OF TRIALS (James 1:4) 

  God‘s people have entered the arena of 

conflict time and again. The trials of life will often 

shake us to the core, seeing if we can survive such a 

trying encounter. And when these trials come to 

pass, WHAT NEXT? We will either become 

stronger or weaker. If we become smitten by this 

conflict, Satan will prevail as we sink into the 

quicksand of destruction (Mt. 7:24-27). If we stand 

the test we become stronger, which is the objective 

of James‘ admonition. He is saying endure the test 

so that you will be a stronger person. Notice verse 
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FREE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE  

 
If you would like to study the Bible in the privacy of your 
own home and at your own pace, enroll in a free Bible 
correspondence course.  All materials are free of charge, 
and you are under no obligation to continue the study.  
Brother Hap Johnson will be glad to get you started in 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōȅ 
writing to the church office at the Sixth Avenue Church 
of Christ, 1501 Sixth Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, 35501.  
You may also call us at (205) 384-6446. You may also 
visit us at www.sixthavenuechurch.org, and under the  
άǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ǘŀōΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 

three: "knowing this the trying of your faith worketh 

patience." 

 Patience in the New Testament refers to three 

words giving a fuller meaning: endurance, persever-

ance, and steadfastness. Think of how Paul was under 

so many trials, but he endured them. He was stead-

fast; he persevered (II Corinthians 11:23-33; II Timo-

thy 4:6-8). The purpose of a test is two-fold. Tests 

reveal the "strength" of your knowledge, and measure 

the "weakness" of your knowledge. 

 We may think our faith is strong if we are 

regular in church attendance, contribute faithfully, 

live an upright life, and show compassion to the 

needy. It is only when trouble knocks at our door that 

we will know if we are strong enough to withstand 

the storms of life. You see, faith not only must stand 

the test of time, it must stand the test of trouble. 

Each of us has confronted sudden and unexpected 

trials that may very well bring us to our knees. Your 

next phone call may be the greatest trial of your life. 

Someone on the other end will give you stunning 

news that you are not prepared for. You will either 

fall through weakness blaming God, or gird your-

selves with faith becoming victorious. We wish you 

well and ―count it all joy‖ when you are subjected to 

the trials of life. 

 

WOT 

 

 

THE PERFECT PATTERN IS 

GODõS WORD 
Eva Nell Brown Naramore 

 
There is a pattern so designed, 

To fit the heart, the soul, the mind, 
So perfectly with love entwined. 

It changes not with changing time. 
 

This pattern will forever be 
The true blueprint for you and me. 

No substitute will God permit. 
A substitute is counterfeit. 

 
We take not from, or add thereto, 

No other way will ever do. 
Instructions are for us to read. 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƴŜŜŘΦ 

 
This pattern always will be right; 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƭƻǘƘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜΦ 
Original in every way, 

It teaches us to kneel and pray. 
 

Complete details for family life 
To give more joy, less pain and strife. 
CƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ 
¢ƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ 

 
Our Father loves, and will forgive 
When by his pattern here we live. 
No part of this can we take out. 

With faith that works there is no doubt. 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿΣ 
But if we study we learn how 

To use the pattern God designed, 
His precious word, the Book Divine. 

 



QUESTION: Doesn‘t the Bible allow for the theory of evolution? 

Can‘t a Christian believe in evolution and creation and still be 

alright?  

 

ANSWER: This is a frequently asked question, and it comes in 

various forms, such as, ―Can a person be a Christian and believe 

in evolution?‖ or ―Hasn‘t science proven the theory of evolution, 

thus contradicting the Genesis account of creation?‖ To answer 

this, we must first understand what we mean by the term evolu-

tion. If it is defined as simply ―change‖ – as the development of 

an infant to an adult or a change within a kind, such as dog or cat 

– then this would pose no problem. This evolution, or develop-

mental change within certain kinds, is completely consistent with 

Holy Scripture. The problem is that the prevailing theory of evo-

lution goes far beyond this. The theory states basically that com-

plex elements have developed from simpler elements, and living 

organisms have sprung from non-living chemicals, by a chance 

association. The theory of evolution is less of a scientific theory 

and more of a philosophy about the origin of life and the meaning 

of man. The theory of evolution is contradictory to the biblical 

account of creation. The Genesis account records 10 different 

times how God created plants and animals after their kind with no 

crossing of the kinds. Man was fully man at his creation, as was 

woman, with no long gradual period of development. The idea of 

natural selection, or survival of the fittest, is at odds with the bib-

lical teaching that all things were created good (Genesis 1:31). 

The Scriptures teach that everything was originally created per-

fect, and death and decay occurred when sin entered into the uni-

verse. This is opposed to the evolutionary concept of everything 

getting better. The Christian should not be embarrassed for be-

lieving the Genesis account of creation, since it not only fits ob-

servable facts but also was the view of Jesus Christ (John 1:1-5; 

Col. 1:15-18; Cf. Matthew 19:1-6). 
—Mark N. Posey 

          Decatur, AL 

ASK A BIBLE QUESTION 


