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IGNORANCE

Bill Burk, Seagoville, TX

The Bible places a high premium on know-
ing the truth (John 8:32; 17:17). The need to be fa-
miliar with spiritual truths is a must for those who
would keep themselves in the love of God (cf. Jude
21). Inspiration declares that Biblical ignorance is
dangerous. The prophet in the long ago stated, “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...” (Hos.
4:6). Paul seems to suggest that ignorance of God’s
plan had a part in the “princes of this world” crucify-
ing Jesus (1 Cor. 2:8). In order to combat the prob-
lem of Biblical ignorance, we need more who are
like the Bereans of old who searched the scriptures
daily in order to discern truth (Acts 17:11). We need
more like the psalmist who stated, “O how I love thy
law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97).

Every Christian needs to grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord (2 Pet. 3:18); however,
the need is even more crucial for those who would
lead God’s people. The Bible states that an elder
must be “apt to teach” (1 Timothy 3:2); therefore he
must know the truth. The same Bible declares that
the overseer must “be able by sound doctrine to con-
vince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9). The preacher of
the gospel must “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). He
must be “apt to teach, patient, in meekness instruct-
ing those who oppose themselves...” (2 Tim.
2:24,25). The truth must be taught, upheld and de-
fended by those who are at the forefront of the battle
(cf. 1 Tim. 1:18; 6:12). As the leadership goes, so
goes the church!

Knowledgeable, well-equipped, truth loving
brethren are those who will keep the church pure and
will defend it against the apostasy all around us. We
live in an age of pluralism and subjectivism. Our
academic institutions as well as many “Christian”
schools have educated an entire generation in the
concepts of atheism, agnosticism and religious plu-
ralism. Many of the elders, deacons, preachers and
members of local congregations have sat at the feet
of unbelieving men and women and have drunk
deeply from the wells of subjective, agnostic, plural-
istic thought. Therefore, they do not defend the truth
because they either never learned it in the first place,
or they have wrongly convinced themselves that
there is no absolute body of truth to believe and
obey (cf. Jude 3).

False teachers are a reality (Mat. 7:15; 2 Pe-
ter 2:11f; 1 John 4:1ff; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; Acts 20:28-
31; etc.). Only those who are willing to learn God’s
word, to love God’s word and to defend God’s word
can protect the many precious babes in Christ who
are so vulnerable to the wolves around them. Elders,
do you know what the speakers you invite to speak
to the flock believe and teach? Preachers, are you
saturating yourself with God’s word so that you will
not turn your back on truth (1 Cor. 10:12)? Brethren,
are you studying the Scriptures daily? Let us battle
false doctrine at every turn and determine to love,
learn, live for and die for the truth of God’s word.
May God help us in this effort. wor
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EDITORIAL
“HAST THOU CONSIDERED MY SERVANT JOB?”

The story of Job is one of the most remark-
able accounts of patience and fidelity in all of Scrip-
ture. Job was tested like few have ever been tested,
yet he retained his integrity and his faith in God.
What a great example for us to emulate today! Eze-
kiel reminds us of Job’s righteousness (Ezekiel
14:14, 20), and James reminds us of his great pa-
tience (James 5:11). These passages of Scripture are
compliments paid by God to Job, for those who
wrote the Bible did so by the power of, and under
the direction of, Almighty God. In the book of Job,
we find more compliments paid to this great man of
God. It would be good for us to refresh our memo-
ries regarding the story of Job and to see why God
would compliment Job so highly.

The story of Job reflects the great ongoing
struggle of Satan against God and the place man as-
sumes in that struggle. Man can either choose to be
a pawn in Satan’s army, seeking to destroy that
which is good and right, or he can stand with God
and keep the forces and ways of evil in check. Satan
comes before God after a period of going to and fro
in the earth and walking up and down it in (Job 1:7),
no doubt seeking after souls that he may devour
them (1 Peter 5:8). Knowing that Satan was on a
mission, God poses a question to Satan, “Hast thou
considered my servant Job, that there is none like
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one
that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” (Job 1:8).
Without reservation, God pits Job against all the
cunning and all the devices Satan can muster. God
is fully confident that Job will remain faithful and
loyal to truth and right. As a matter of fact, God
tells Satan that there is no one on earth quite like
Job. That is not to say that there were no others who
were faithful to the Lord at this time, but there was
none greater than Job. God further describes Job as
perfect and upright, emphasizing the godly character
of Job twice over. As if that were not enough, Jeho-
vah knows Job to be a man who despises evil and
will do everything within his power to avoid it and
overcome it. What an incredible compliment paid to
Job!

Satan accepts the challenge of testing Job’s
faith. He accuses Job of serving God only because
God blesses him (Job 1:9-11). In reality, Satan is
telling God that He is not worthy of worship and that
He must bribe men and women to follow Him and
honor Him. God allows Satan to touch all that Job
has, with the exception of Job himself. Satan de-
stroys all of Job’s earthly possessions, including all
ten of his children. The only thing spared in each
instance of destruction is one servant, who then runs
and relays the bad news to Job. As soon as one ser-
vant finishes his account of evil that has befallen,
another rushes in right behind him to bring even
more bad news. Despite Satan’s attempts to destroy
Job’s faith, Job refused to give up on God (Job 1:21-
22).

Having failed in his first attempt, Satan then
goes back before God. He has once again been busy
searching for souls to destroy (Job 2:2). Without a
second thought, God again places Job before Satan.
As great as the first compliment was the first time,
how much greater is it now that Job has experienced
the loss of all his possessions, yet is still faithful?
God repeats much of what He has already spoken
about Job, but He includes these words this time,
“And still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou
movest me against him, to destroy him without
cause” (Job 2:3). How hard it must have been for
God to sit back and watch Satan inflict great anguish
upon Job! Yet God allowed it because He knew the
character of Job. Satan brings a new accusation
against Job. He is sure that if God would allow him
to touch Job physically, then Job would curse God.
God acquiesces and allows Satan to touch Job physi-
cally, just not to the point of killing him (Job 2:6).
Satan inflicts Job with boils from the crown of his
head to the bottom of his feet (Job 2:7). Not only
was Job hurting mentally and emotionally, but now
Satan had seen to it that he would suffer physically.
His situation is so grim that his wife tells him to
curse God and die (Job 2:9). At a time when Job
needed godly advice, perhaps more than he ever
needed it, his wife advises him to do exactly what
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Satan desires that he do—give up on God. In spite
of all that befalls him, Job maintains his faith in
God. He reasoned that if God could give him all the
blessings he enjoyed in life, then surely God could
take it away. Although it was not God who was tak-
ing away his blessings and his health, Job’s attitude
is remarkable. Throughout the book, Job wonders
why this has happened to him. At times he ques-
tions his faithfulness—perhaps it is for some evil
that he has done that he is being punished. At other
times he wants to know why God would allow this
to happen. Despite the questions and accusations,
Job never sinned with his lips (Job 1:22; 2:10). In
the end, God rewards Job’s patience and fidelity by
blessing him with twice as much as he had before
(Job 42:10).

One of the greatest lessons I gather from this
interchange between Satan and God is the trust that
God shows toward man and the lack of trust Satan
has toward man. God trusted Job to do what was
right, and He was not afraid for Job to be tested.
God trusts us to do what is right. That is why He
allows us the opportunity to choose to follow Him.
On the other hand, Satan does not trust man as far as
he can throw him. He is sure that man will choose
the evil rather than the good. He believes that man
will not follow God unless there is some benefit to
be gained from it. That is why Satan approaches
man with the promise of immediate reward. Is God
worthy to be worshipped, in spite of the blessings
that come from following Him? Is Satan right that
we only follow the Lord because of the promise of
reward? Job was going to remain faithful, even if
God took back all those things He had given to Job.
I believe Job vindicates God, showing that there are
those who will follow God simply because He is
God.

How many of us would have turned our
backs upon God if placed in a similar situation?
How many times do people give up on God when
they suffer far less than what Job endured? If Satan
were to come before God today, would God readily
recommend us to be tested, knowing our faithfulness
and loyalty to Him? Would God be able to speak as
highly about us as He did of Job? We must deter-
mine to remain steadfast in spite of the circum-
stances of life that may befall us. We must not al-
low the tragedies of life to keep us from singing in
the dungeon (Acts 16:25). We must commit our-

selves to following in the footsteps of the Lord,
wherever they may take us. If we will remain faith-
ful to God and exercise patience in enduring the tri-
als of life, we will hear the greatest compliment of
all at the last day: “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things,
I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord” (Matthew 25:21).
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SOLICITING ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Due to the uncertain nature of the recent economic
down-turn, and with the increased cost of both printing
and mailing a publication like Words of Truthwe are
asking that all individual subscribers please consider
taking Words of Truthby email. Most have the capabil-
ity to receive our publication in such a manner, and we
are asking all who can to please consider doing so. We
wish to be the best stewards of the financial resources
that God has entrusted into our care, and we feel that
by taking such measures we can do even greater good
gAGK D2RQa of Saaiay3dao
version of Words of Truthby visiting our website,
666 PAAEGKI Sy dzS OKdzNOK &2
tab, you will find a place to submit your email address
to receive Words of Truth You may also email your
request to sixthavenue@bellsouth.net. We will still
mail bundles to congregations, and individual subscrip-
tions to those who are unable to receive Words off
Truth by email. Please consider taking Words of Truth
by email so that we may continue to do the greatest
good we can with the blessings God has given to us. |If
you are currently receiving Words of Truthand wish to
receive it by email, please submit your email address
as well as your mailing address so that we may cross-
reference your records in our database. This will allow
us to make the transition much easier.
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IS BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS?

Neal Pollard, Denver, CO

A very cordial and kind denominational
preacher visited our church website and had ques-
tions about the page teaching that baptism is essen-
tial. He had two good questions about what we were
teaching. The first centered around why, if baptism
is necessary, people filled with the Holy Spirit in
Acts ten needed it. He sought to reconcile this with
Acts 2:38. Second, he wondered about the thief on
the cross and why he was saved without baptism.
How would you answer that? No doubt many of
you could do far better than I did, but here is what I
said.

(1) Acts 2:38 and Acts 10:48. I want you to
notice that nowhere in Acts is anyone commanded to
receive Holy Spirit baptism. It is always mentioned
as a promise, blessing or gift. In the same context of
Acts 2, Peter says, "For the promise is to you and to
your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as
the Lord our God will call" (39). In proper interpre-
tation of scripture, one of the questions we must ask
is, "To whom is the speaker or writer speaking?"
The answer here is, "To Jews" (see Acts 2:22).
Also, Jesus had told them to start in Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, and then the uttermost parts of
the world (Acts 1:8-11). The promise of Acts 2:39
is the receiving of the Holy Spirit. The "you and
your children" would most logically refer to Jews.
Who would "them that are afar off" reference?
Well, in New Testament terminology, there were
only two groups-Jews and Gentiles. Jesus intended
for the gospel to go to the Jew first, but also to the
Greek (i.e., Gentiles) (Rom. 1:16). Cornelius is of-
ten cited as the first "Gentile convert." Why would
the Holy Spirit come upon this Gentile household in
Acts 10? The context tells us. The Jews are amazed
because this gift of the Holy Spirit came on them
ALSO (Acts 10:45-46). After this occurs, Peter asks
the logical question, "Can anyone forbid water, that
these should not be baptized who have received the
Holy Spirit the same as we have?" (Acts 10:47). In-
cidentally, baptized was then commanded of them
(Acts 10:48). In Acts 11:14-15, Peter said they were
told words whereby they should be saved. Those
words must have included instructions to be bap-
tized. You will notice that throughout Acts, baptism

was part of the instructions for salvation (Acts
2:38,41; Acts 8:12-13; Acts 8:36-38; Acts 16:14-15;
Acts 16:31-34; Acts 22:16). Other books show us
the role of baptism as part of God's plan to redeem
us (1 Peter 3:21; Romans 6:1-12; Galatians 3:26-27;
Colossians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 12:13).

(2)  The thief on the cross. We have got to
remember that baptism is part of God's plan under
the new covenant. There can not be a change of the
testament without the death of the testator (i.e., the
one who creates a will)(Hebrews 9:16). We must
remember that Jesus and that thief died under the old
covenant, the Law of Moses. In fact, Jesus nailed it
to the cross when dying there (Colossians 2:14).
Also, while Jesus was on earth, He had the power to
forgive sins (Mark 2:10). The thief, then, is not a
good example for how we come to salvation today.
He was subject to a different covenant and enjoyed a
different circumstance having Jesus there with Him
to forgive His sins. In light of all of those passages
already mentioned telling us how to be forgiven, we
must conclude that the terms of pardon are different
for us than it was for this penitent thief.

I am sure this is an honest, searching man
interested in knowing the truth. What a reminder
that there are those who are willing to open their
hearts to scripture. May we ever be that way, too,
and let us all be ready to fulfill 1 Peter 3:15 in all its
component parts.
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FREE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

If you would like to study the Bible in the privacy of your
own home and at your own pace, enroll in a free Bible
correspondence course. All materials are free of charge,
and you are under no obligation to continue the study.
Brother Hap Johnson will be glad to get you started in
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writing to the church office at the Sixth Avenue Church
of Christ, 1501 Sixth Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, 35501.
You may also call us at (205) 384-6446. You may also
visit us at www.sixthavenuechurch.org, and under the
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TELL JEROBOAM

Wade Webster, Southaven, MS

When Jeroboam's son was sick, he sent to in-
quire of Ahijah the prophet what would become of
the lad (1 Kings 14:1-3). Like so many people today,
the wicked king had no use for God or His servants
until he needed something (Amos 7:12-13). Fearing
that a faithful seer might not want to help an unfaith-
ful sovereign, Jeroboam sent his wife in a disguise to
the prophet (1 Kings 14:2). Although the prophet
was old and couldn't see, the disguise didn't
work. After all, nothing was hidden from the eyes of
the God that Ahijah served (Heb 4:13). When the
prophet heard her footsteps, he said, “Come in, thou
wife of Jeroboam” (1 Kings 14:6). Can you imagine
how surprised she must have been at his saluta-
tion? The same prophet who had years earlier pre-
dicted Jeroboam's rise to power (1 Kings 14:2), now
predicted his fall. Jeroboam had done evil in the sight
of God, and he was now going to suffer evil at the
hands of God. He had provoked God to anger and
was now going to feel the heat of God's wrath. He
had cast God behind his back, and he was now going
to be cut off 1 Kings 14:9-10; cf. Neh. 9:26; Psa.
50:17; Ezek. 23:35; Rom. 1:28; 3:18). Although
Jeroboam did many things contrary to the will of
God, the most grievous transgression has to be the
changes that he made in the worship of God (1 Kings
14:9; 1 Kings 12:25-33).

Jeroboam Changed The Aim Of
Worship

Jeroboam changed the aim of worship from
God to golden calves (1 Kings 12:26-28). In his
pride, he even went so far as to suggest that the
golden calves had brought the people out of Egyptian
bondage. As you may recall, Aaron had earlier pro-
voked God to anger in this same way (Ex. 32:1-6, 25-
29). Today, many are making the same mis-
take. They are changing the aim of worship from
God to man (John 4:23-24). More and more today,
worship is directed at pleasing men rather than at
pleasing God (John 12:43).

Jeroboam Changed The Address Of
Worship
Jeroboam changed the address of worship

from Jerusalem to Dan & Bethel (1 Kings 12:26-29).
As you recall, Jeroboam was afraid for the people to
go to Jerusalem to worship, lest their hearts turn
again to Rehoboam. In like manner today, many are
changing the address of worship. They are trying to
glorify God outside of the one place that He has des-
ignated (Eph. 3:21). As you know, the address is no
longer the city of Jerusalem (John 4:19-21) but rather,
the church founded in Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-3; 1 Tim.
3:15).

Jeroboam Changed The Attendants Of
Worship

Jeroboam changed the attendants of worship
from the sons of Levi to the lowest of the people (1
Kings 12:31). “Whosoever would,” he consecrated to
be a priest (1 Kings 13:33-34). Today, many are still
changing the attendants of worship. For example,
they are using women in positions that God has des-
ignated for men (1 Tim. 2:8, 11-15).

Jeroboam Changed The Anniversary Of
Worship

Jeroboam changed the anniversary of worship
from the seventh month and the fifteenth day to the
eighth month and the fifteenth day (1 Kings 12:32-
33; cf. Lev. 23:33-44). As you know, there are many
today who are doing the same. Some have changed
the anniversary of worship from the first day of the
week to the last day of the week; others have changed
the commemoration of the Lord's death from a
weekly observance to a monthly, quarterly, or yearly
observance (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).

The message that Jeroboam's wife was to de-
liver to her husband needs to be delivered to many
today. Those who provoke God to anger and cast
Him behind their backs will one day be cast into a far
worse place (Mt. 25:30; Mk. 9:45, 47).

wor
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WHY DO CHRISTIANS FALL AWAY?

Caleb Campbell, Columbus, GA

When it comes to the necessity of remaining
faithful to Christ Jesus, the Bible could not be any
clearer than it is. “Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (I Cor.
15:58). “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal.
6:9). “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

Most children of God understand that confes-
sion involves commitment and that baptism is only
the beginning. Everyone knows that a race is not
won by entering, but by finishing. Virtually all are
familiar with the concept that Heaven will be a pre-
pared place for a prepared people.

Still, Christians fall away. Teenagers who
have obeyed the gospel leave home and, often, the
faith. Busy couples with children gradually drift
away. Even brothers and sisters who have been faith-
ful for years sometimes turn their backs on
Christ. The church does not need polls or surveys to
know these things. We remember the names, can still
see the faces, and miss the relationships of far too
many brethren who used to be here but have chosen
to go away.

All of this begs the question: “Why?” Know-
ing all that they do, why do so many Christians fall
away?

Some Christians fall away due to poor prepa-
ration for the Christian life. Sometimes that lack of
preparation is due to teachers ignoring the precedent
set by our Lord (Lk. 9:57-62; 14:25-33) and the apos-
tle Paul (Acts 14:22) and failing to paint an honest
picture of the duty and devotion that is inherent in
being a Christian. When children of God never de-
velop a proper understanding of the meaning of being
a disciple of Christ, they are doomed before they
start! Other times it is converts themselves that never
make a genuine commitment to Christ (Gal.
2:20). When babes in Christ refuse to change their
priorities (Col. 3:1-2), thinking (Rom. 12:1-2), asso-
ciations (I Cor. 15:33), and habits (Col. 3:5-7), failure
is sure to follow.

Other Christians fall away due to persecution

by those outside of Christ. Tragically, some “have
no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time:
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for
the word’s sake, immediately they are of-
fended” (Mk. 4:17). It may be a college student
who is mocked by a professor, an employee who is
demoted for moral conviction, or a family member
who is verbally abused by an unbeliever. Whatever
the specific circumstance, many get weary of the
daily battle and eventually give in (Judg. 16:16-17).

Sometimes Christians fall away due to the
pleasuresof this present world. In the same par-
able of the sower cited above, Jesus spoke of the
disciple who “heareth the word; and the care of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful” (Matt.
13:22). One cannot help but remember Esau (Heb.
12:16), Judas (Matt. 27:3), and Demas (II Tim.
4:10), men who traded in their true treasures for
temporary satisfaction. Even today, despite the
clear warnings of passages such as II Pet. 3:10-12
and I Jn. 2:15-17, many brothers and sisters throw
away their lives and give up their heavenly inheri-
tances because they will not say no to sin!

Some Christians fall away due to pain in
their personal lives. When Naomi had lost her hus-
band and sons, she cried, “Call me not Naomi, call
me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly
with me. [ went out full, and the Lord hath brought
me home again empty” (Ruth 1:20-21). When
Job’s wife saw her husband’s affliction, she
sneered, “Curse God, and die” (Job 2:9). As long
as time stands, children of God will face the hurts
and sorrows that come with life (Job
14:1). Whereas some Christians allow financial
struggles, marital discord, emotional bereavement,
and physical illnesses to draw them closer to God,
others sadly point to them as a reason to abandon
Him.

Still other Christians fall away due to prob-
lems with their brethren. The New Testament de-
scribes the church as a body comprised of many
members (I Cor. 12:13-27). All of those members
possess importance and value, but none of them is
perfect! That is the reason brothers and sisters are
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frequently told to bear with one another in this life
(Eph. 4:1-3,32). Sadly, many Christians prefer to take
the easier route. Rather than resolving their problems
with men so that they might be at peace with God
(Matt. 5:24-25), they find it more convenient to aban-
don Christ and His church altogether. Unlike Paul
and Barnabas, who left each other— but not the Lord
(Acts 15:36-41), they allow personal differences to
drive a wedge between them and faithfulness.

Many Christians fall away due to the persua-
sion of the wrong companions. Why do so many pa-
roled or released criminals become inmates once
again? Often it is because they refuse to walk away
from the crowd that got them there in the first
place! In like manner, too many Christians ignore the
counsel of passages such as Ps. 1:1 and Prov. 1:10-
19. Like Amnon (II Sam. 13:1-14) and Solomon (I
Kgs. 11:1-8), both the aged and the young surround
themselves with the wrong types of influence, and
they lose their souls for so doing. Children of God
will spend an eternity with the same people they
made a priority in this life; for some, that will be a
blessing; for others, it will be a curse.

Finally, some Christians fall away due to per-
versions of the Gospel. What was it Paul asked in
Gal. 3:1? “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, cruci-
fied among you?” The answer had already been
given: the Galatians were pulled away from Christ by
those who perverted His Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). Nearly
2000 years later, the history of the church is littered
with the spiritual corpses of those who have been de-
stroyed by error. In every generation of God’s people
there have been false teachers (II Pet. 2:1ff) and
wolves posing as sheep (Acts 20:28ff) who have
overthrown the faith of many. Sometimes it is bibli-
cal ignorance, other times it is allegiance to a person
rather than the truth, and still other times it is mere
convenience. Whatever the case may be, it is indeed a
tragedy when children of God choose to follow that
which comes from the world.

In closing, consider Heb. 10:23-31:

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for He is faithful that
promised;) And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works: Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to

gether, as the manner of some is; but exhort
ing one another: and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching. For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries. He that despised
Moses' law died without mercy under two or
three witnesses: Of how much sorer punish
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace? For we know Him that hath said,
Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recom
pense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord
shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God.
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ASK A BIBLE QUESTION

QUESTION: Can a non-Christian in an unscriptural marriage remain
in that relationship with God’s approval if he or she is baptized for the
forgiveness of past sins?

ANSWER: NO - all unscriptural relationships must be severed. Mar-
riage is a lifelong commitment (Matt. 19:6; Rom. 7:2) between a bio-
logical male and biological female (Gen. 1:27). God hates divorce
(Malachi 2:16) but permits it for one and only one reason: sexual im-
morality [adultery] (Matt. 19:9; 5:32; 1 Cor. 7:10,15). Divorce for any
reason other than that which God allows is unscriptural (Rom. 7:3a).
Those ineligible to marry cannot do so with God’s approval or accep-
tance. Those in such a relationship would be considered “fornicators
and adulterers” (Heb. 13:4). They would not be scripturally married in
God’s eyes regardless of what Civil Law allows (Acts 5:29). Divine
Law governs all marriage: Christian as well as non-Christian (Gen.
2:24; Matt. 19:6). Therefore, a non-Christian (outside of Jesus [alien
sinner], Eph. 2:11-12; Col. 1:21) in an unscriptural marriage, if baptized
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), must sever any
unscriptural relationship in order to meet with God’s approval. God
forgives every sin of which a person repents (2 Cor. 7:9-10; Acts 8:22;
1 John 1:9). If one repents of sin (adultery), but continues to do it, true
repentance has not occurred. When we repent of sin, we must determine
in our heart not to sin any longer (Acts 26:20; Rev. 9:20-21)! Ifoneis a
thief, that sin must be left behind when Christ is put on (Eph. 4:28). If
one is a fornicator, fornication must cease when washed in the Lamb’s
blood (1 Cor. 6:9-11). If one is a liar, lying must stop when in Christ
(Rev. 21:8). Therefore, if one is in an unscriptural marriage, that rela-
tionship must be severed when baptized into Jesus (Rom. 6:3-4; 7:2-4).
Paul used marriage to illustrate the relationship between Christ and His
Church (Eph. 5:22-33). It is a relationship with one groom (Christ) and
one bride (Church) characterized as “glorious, holy and without blem-
ish” (Eph. 5:27). We must strive to have the kind of marriage that re-
flects our relationship with Christ (Eph. 5:23,25).
—Mark N. Posey
Decatur, AL




