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WHY WERE THE SCRIPTURES GIVEN?

Todd Clippard, Hamilton, AL

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Direction: "Doctrine" is teaching which at its
core is designed to provide positive direction. The
prophet Jeremiah said, "O Lord, I know the way of
man is not in himself. It is not in man who walks to
direct his own steps" (Jer 10:23). The Psalmist said
God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our
path (119:105). Without the word of God, life has no
positive and sustainable direction.

Inspection: "Reproof" means "to tell a fault, con-
vince, convict" (Strong’s #1651). Such actions re-
quire a certain level of inspection and certainty. Paul
exhorted the Corinthians to "examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves" (2
Cor 13:5). James described the Scriptures as a mirror
designed to give us a genuine reflection of how God
sees us (James 1:22-24). He continued, "But whoso
looks into the perfect law of liberty, and continues
therein, this man shall be blessed in his
deeds" (James 1:25). Jesus told the churches of Asia,
"I know your works," and his word is given so that
we may see how we "measure up" (cf Amos 7:7-8).

Correction: The word so translated here means
"to make straight again." To the church at Sardis Je-
sus said, "I have not found your works perfect before
God" (Gen 3:2). In the very next verse Jesus admon-
ishes them to "strengthen the things which remain."

The word "strengthen" means to "turn resolutely in a
certain direction" (Strong’s). Again, the Psalmist
wrote, "How can a young man cleanse his way? By
taking heed according to thy word" (Psalm 119:9).
Paul admonished the servant of the Lord to exhibit
humility in "correcting those who are in opposition,
if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that
they may know the truth, and that they may come
to their senses and escape the snare of the devil" (2
Tim 2:25-26).

Perfection: The word here does not refer to
sinless perfection, but rather to being brought into a
state of wholeness or completion. This is evidenced
by the last phrase in verse 17, "thoroughly equipped
unto every good work." This is the same thought
conveyed by Paul in Ephesians 4:8-16. In this text
Paul says spiritual gifts were given "until we all
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ (Eph 4:13). Fi-
nally, Paul said as much to the Corinthians in 1 Co-
rinthians 13:8-13 when he spoke of "that which is
perfect (the Scriptures) is come, then that which is
done in part (spiritual gifts) shall be done away."

What a wonderful gift we have in the revealed
word of God! The Bible tells us our origins (Genesis
1-2), our purpose (Isaiah 43:7; Ecclesiastes 12:13);
and our destiny (Matthew 25:31-45). May we never
neglect God’s great gift!
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EDITORIAL
THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY

Perhaps no other false doctrine is as perverse
and devilish as the humanly contrived teaching
deemed Purgatory. While this doctrine is not wide-
spread among the denominations, it certainly de-
serves our consideration since it is a cardinal teach-
ing of the largest denomination in the world, the Ro-
man Catholic Church. Lest I be accused of bigotry
and bias, I will allow the Catholic Church and her
adherents to speak regarding the doctrine of Purga-
tory. Their catechism states:

1030-All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but
still imperfectly purified, are indeed of their eternal
salvation; but after death they undergo purification,
so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy
of heaven.

1031-The church gives the name Purgatory to this
final purification of the elect, which is entirely differ-
ent from the punishment of the damned. The church
formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory espe-
cially at the Councils of Florence and Trent. The tra-
dition of the church, by reference to certain text of
Scriptures, speaks of the cleansing fire: “As for cer-
tain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the final
Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth
says that who ever utters blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age or in the
age to come. From this sentence we understand that
certain offences can be forgiven in this age, but cer-
tain others in the age to come.”

1032-This teaching is also based on the practice of
prayer for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred
Scripture:  “Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made
atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered
from their sin.” From the beginning the Church has
honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers
in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacri-
fice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific
vision of God. The church also commends almsgiv-
ing, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on
behalf of the dead: “Let us help and commemorate
them. If Job’s sons were purified by their fathers sac-
rifice, why would we doubt that our offerings for the
dead bring them some consolation? Let us not hesi-
tate to help those who have died and to offer our
prayers for them.” (Catechism Of The Catholic
Church (New York, NY: Doubleday, 1994), p. 291).

Concerning purgatory the Council of Trent
teaches — (1) That there is a purifying fire through
which imperfect Christian souls must pass. (2) That
the souls temporarily suffering therein may be mate-
rially benefited [sic] by the prayers of their fellow-
Christians and the masses offered up in their behalf
on earth. (Council of Trent, sess. 25). (A.A. Hodge,
The Confession of Faith Simpsonville, SC).

Another writer states, “Those in the state of
purgation cannot help themselves, but we can help
them attain heaven more quickly by praying for
them, offering Mass for them, offering our suffer-
ings, good actions, etc.” (Anthony Wilhelm, Christ
Among Us: 4 Modern Presentation Of The catholic
Faith, Paramus, NJ: Paulist Press, 1975).

To summarize, the Catholics teach that Pur-
gatory is the realm of the dead to which the faithful
saints must go in order to purge them of their sins
before they are able to enter the joy of heaven.
Prayers, masses, and alms may be offered on the be-
half of the souls in Purgatory by living friends and
relatives in order to hasten their entrance into
heaven. On what does the Catholic Church base
such a doctrine? Again, I invite you to listen to
some of their own. One writer states, “This
(purgatory, SPM) is one of the teachings of the
church (Catholic Church, SPM) that is not directly in
the Bible.” (Anthony Marinelli, The Word Made
Flesh: An Overview Of The Catholic Faith). Yet
another writer says, “We would appeal to these gen-
eral principles of Scriptures, rather than to particular
texts often alleged in proof of Purgatory. We doubt
if they contain an explicit and direct reference to
it.”  (O. C. Lambert, Catholicism Against Itself,
Winfield AL). As can be seen from these two
quotes, the Catholic Church finds no direct teaching
regarding Purgatory in the Scriptures. Purgatory,
then is at best based upon extremely loose inference,
and at worst is merely a fanciful assumption. De-
spite the fact that they admit there is no direct and
explicit teaching in the Bible concerning Purgatory,
they still appeal to a handful of Scriptures to lend
credence to their assumption of Purgatory. One such
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“scripture” is mentioned in the Apocrypha. The
Catholic Church considers apocryphal books to be
part of sacred Scripture (The canon is made up of the
66 books which collectively comprise the Bible).
Considering the appeal to the passage in 2 Macabees
a moot point, for the apocryphal books are certainly
not authoritative in matters religious, let us quickly
examine some other pertinent Scriptures to which
the Catholic Church often appeals to support its
teaching of Purgatory.

In the context of blaspheming the Holy
Spirit, Jesus says, “And whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nether in
the world to come” (Matthew 12:32). The argument
is this, if there is a sin which will not be forgiven in
the world to come, then there must be those that will
be forgiven in the hereafter. Therefore, the conclu-
sion is that these sins will be taken away in the fire
of Purgatory. This argument is based upon the as-
sumption that the word translated “world” in this
passage has first a reference to this life, then, second,
has reference to life after death. The word translated
“world” would be better translated “age” or “period
of Time.” Jesus has reference to the Jewish age
(“this world”) and the Christian age (“the world to
come”). A clearer understanding of this passage
would require much more space and time than I am
able to give to it at this time. But we can be assured
that this passage in no way teaches concerning Pur-
gatory, nor does it imply such.

Perhaps the passage used most often in de-
fense of Purgatory is First Corinthians 3:11-15. Paul
writes:

For other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if
any man build upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood hay, stubble;
Every man’s work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every
man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward. If any man’s work
shall be burned thereupon, he shall receive a
reward. If any man’s work shall be burned,
he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be

saved; yet so as by fire.

They teach that the fire which shall try the
works of man is the suffering of Purgatory. Those
who are not prepared to enter heaven, whose works
are not perfect, shall see those works burned up, but
the person shall be eternally saved. Is that what Paul
is teaching in this passage? What is the work being
described? Is it the actions of men, or does Paul
have reference to something else? Let the Bible an-
swer itself. “Am I not an apostle? Am I not free?
Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are not ye
my work (emphasis mine, SPM) in the Lord” (1
Corinthians 9:1)? Paul said that the Corinthian
Christians were his work. Now examine 1 Corin-
thians 3:11-15 in light of this passage. Paul had con-
verted many of these brethren to the Lord. How-
ever, he knew that those he had converted who
turned from the Lord and died in that condition
would be sent to the eternal fires of hell in the last
day. In that way Paul said he would suffer loss, but
his own soul would not be lost, because he was liv-
ing for the Lord and trying to bring souls to salva-
tion. Those who remain faithful (“abide”) are al-
lowed entrance into the bliss of heaven, and in this
way are a reward to Paul. What faithful gospel
preacher has not felt the same sentiments Paul ex-
presses in this passage?

Purgatory is merely a man-made attempt at a
second chance after death, that if man is not pre-
pared to meet God when he dies, then the fires of
Purgatory offer him the chance to have his sins
purged so he may be holy and upright before God.
God is indeed the God of the second chance, and the
third, and the millionth chance, but these opportuni-
ties to purge sin from one’s life are extended to us
only so long as we are still living in this earthly tab-
ernacle. Once death comes, or our Lord returns
(whichever occurs first), the opportunity to make
one’s life right with God is no more.
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WHAT THE ANGEL KNEW ABOUT JESUS

Chad Ramsey, Tupelo, MS

Prior to the birth of Jesus, the angel Gabriel
was sent by God to Mary (Luke 1:26-27). In part of
the conversation that ensued, Gabriel described the
Son that Mary would have. He said, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And be-
hold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a
Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father David.
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:30-33).

Though Jesus has been described in many
ways, very few descriptions so thoroughly set forth His
work and the forthcoming results in the way that
Gabriel’s words do. For that reason, we would do well
to consider what the angel knew about Jesus.

“He will be great”

Who can look at the life of Jesus and conclude
that He was anything but great? He was the ideal
son—submitting Himself to His earthly parents (Luke
2:51). He taught so simply that the common people
heard Him (Mark 12:37), yet He spoke with authority
(Matthew 7:28-29). Because He healed “every sick-
ness and every disease among the people” (Matthew
9:35), no one could question His power. His love for
His fellowman was beyond compare (John 15:12-13),
and His most notable victory, the victory over death,
set Him apart from all others (Luke 24:5-6). Truly,
Jesus is great!

“He will be called the Son of the Highest”

If there is anything that we can be certain
about, it is that Jesus is the Son of God. Peter recog-
nized this, so when he was asked if he would also turn
away, he answered: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to
believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (John 6:68-69). Because Jesus
claimed to be the Son of God, He was crucified
(Matthew 26:63-66). Because Jesus is the Son of God,
He was resurrected! This fact forms the very founda-
tion for the church (Matthew 16:16-18), and this fact
must be recognized and confessed by all men
(Matthew 10:32-33).

“The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David”

Though Jesus was a physical descendant of
David (Luke 3:23-38), long before He was born, David
referred to Him as Lord (Matthew 22:43-45). In his
sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter showed that
David both recognized the supremacy of Jesus and
foresaw that Jesus would be seated on his throne. He
said, “Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of
his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the
Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke
concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corrup-
tion” (Acts 2:30-31). Since Jesus is presently ruling
from His throne (Hebrews 1:1-3, 8), the throne of
David is filled. Thus, we do not wait for a time when
Christ will return to this earth to reign from a fleshly
throne, and we do not wait for a time when Christ will
receive all authority. He is reigning now (Acts 2:36),
and He has already been given all authority (Matthew
28:18-20; Ephesians 1:22-23).

“He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of His kingdom there will be no end”

Daniel, in prophesying about the kingdom of
Christ, wrote: “And in the days of these kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44).
Jesus echoed this sentiment when He proclaimed that
“the gates of Hades shall not prevail against” His
church (Matthew 16:18). Though many have made
efforts to destroy the kingdom of Christ, their efforts
have always fallen short. The kingdom shall stand,
and it shall stand forever because of its great founder—
Jesus Christ.
Truly, the angel knew much about the Savior.
We would do well to learn from his words as we seek
to learn more about Jesus each day.
woTt
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STUDY NOTES ON THE SUBJECT OF SIN

Preston Silcox, Milton, FL

Christopher Marlowe wrote, “I count religion
but a childish toy, and hold there is no sin but igno-
rance.” Such words display a terrible ignorance of sin,
itself. Sadly, a great portion of humanity shares in this
same ignorance. Men would do their souls well to
study the serious subject of sin.

The Definitions and Descriptions of Sin

The generic Hebrew word for sin means ‘“to
miss the mark.” Likewise, the New Testament uses a
Greek word (hamartia) that also means “to miss the
mark”™ or “to miss the target.” This definition is inter-
esting in light of Romans 3:23 that proclaims, “for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

The apostle John spoke of sin in a legal context
by writing, “Whoever commits sin also commits law-
lessness, and sin is lawlessness” (1 Jn. 3:4). Just a cur-
sory glance at Bible examples of sin thoroughly demon-
strates this description. For instance, Adam and Eve’s
eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was
sin because God’s law was, “You shall not eat of
it” (Gen. 2:16-17).

While many measure sin by the commission of
certain acts, James clarifies that one can also sin by
omitting certain acts: “Therefore, to him who knows to
do good and does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17,
emph. mine, PS). Perhaps this helps explain the neces-
sity of Jesus’ baptism by John (Matthew 3:13-15).
Since being baptized was a commandment of God, fail-
ing to submit to the act (even though He had no sins to
remit) would have been a sin of omission.

The Doorway of Sin into the World

Upon the completion of the creation—and spe-
cifically the creation of man and woman—the Genesis
accounts records God’s evaluation of the world: “Then
God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it
was very good...” (Gen. 1:31, emph. mine, PS).

By Genesis 3, however, things take a turn for
the worse. The devil, in serpent form, tempts the
woman, she and her husband surrender to the entice-
ment, and sin makes its way into God’s “very good”
creation. Paul said, “by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners” (Rom. 5:19).

The Destruction Caused by Sin
Sin has been described as a deadly disease that

has wreaked havoc on the creation since its entrance
into the world. Such a comparison is linked to passages
that speak of the death that sin causes:
e fiFor the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23).
¢ MBut each one is tempted when he is drawn
away by his own desires and enticed. Then,
when desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death” (Jas. 1:14-15).
While many make light of sin or ignore it altogether, the
Bible shows the severity of this ever-present element.
The being who enticed the first couple to sin is de-
scribed by Jesus as murderer (Jn. 8:44). Sin separates
the practitioner from the holy God of Heaven (Is. 59:1-
2). Sin will keep the guilty from heaven and cause
transgressors to be lost eternally (1 Cor.6:9).

The Deliverance from Sin
While God in His justice could have extermi-

nated mankind because of its sins (remember that the
wages of sin is death), in His mercy He chose to save
the crown of His creation. The Bible is the record of
God’s plan to reconcile man back to Himself. This plan
ultimately called for the sacrifice of God in the flesh.
Christ proclaimed, “for the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost" (Lk. 19:10). Paul
describes the merciful matter as follows:

“Let this mind be in you which was also in

Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,

did not consider it robbery to be equal with

God, but made Himself of no reputation,

taking the form of a bondservant, and com-

ing in the likeness of men. And being found

in appearance as a man, He humbled Him-

self and became obedient to the point of

death, even the death of the cross” (Phil.2)
Man must respond appropriately to this redemptive
work of God. God requires faith (Jn.8:24), repentance
(Acts 17:30), confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism
(Acts 2:38). At the point of baptism, one’s sins are
washed away by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; Rev.
1:5). As one continues walking in the light of God’s
will (which includes repentance, confession, and
prayer), his sins are continually cleansed by this same
sacred blood (1 Jn. 1:7-9). wort
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35 THINGS SATAN WANTS FOR YOU AND ME

Tim Childs, Baldwyn, MS

Satan wants you and me to think he is merely a
mythical character conjured up in the deranged mind
of a right-wing religious zealot.

Satan wants you and me to think God’s warnings
about just how dangerous he is have been greatly ex-
aggerated.

Satan wants you and me to forget there is a line of
demarcation between good and evil.

Satan wants you and me to feel comfortable in cross-
ing over and passing freely back and forth over what
he might term “a neutral zone”.

Satan wants you and me over time to become com-
fortable with that which is sinful, evil, and abhorrent.

Satan wants you and me to become desensitized by
our frequent exposure to that which is corrupt, evil
and vile.

Satan wants you and me to experiment...to tamper
with sin.

Satan wants you and me to believe there are degrees
of wickedness. ..that some forms of sin are harmless.

Satan wants you and me to become accepting of at
least some manifestations of evil...to approve the be-
havior and those who practice the immoral, unethical,
ungodly things of darkness.

Satan wants you and me not to shun them, but rather
to become a joint participant in league with those
who are evil doers.

Satan wants you and me to drown our feelings of
guilt, shame, or embarrassment when we fail to keep
God’s moral standard.

Satan wants you and me, if we must feel shame, to
have just enough (plus blended with a measure of
pride) to discourage us from confessing our faults to
one another.

Satan wants you and me to doubt God’s ability to
forgive our failures.

Satan wants you and me to feel lonely in our Chris-
tian walk...to feel we are even isolated and alien-
ated from our own brethren.

Satan wants you and me to become unfaithful to
our Creator and Savior.

Satan wants you and me to turn our backs, perma-
nently forsaking the living God.

Satan wants you and me to break the covenant we
entered into with God on the day we, having re-
ceived his grace, vowed to be faithful unto death.

Satan wants you and me to harden our hearts, dull
our conscience, and dull our ears to his message.

Satan wants you and me to wear a cloak of darkness
over our eyes so we can’t see the mercy, grace and
love of God.

Satan wants you and me to shut tight the windows
and doors of our hearts so Jesus and the word of the
Lord can’t enter.

Satan wants you and me to turn our heads while he
steals away any semblance of the word that may yet
reside in our hearts.

Satan wants you and me to show God we really
don’t love him, we don’t truly reverence him, that
we couldn’t care any less than we do today about
his Word.

Satan wants you and me to find excuses for staying
away from God’s house of worship.

Satan wants you and me to believe he has power
over our lives, including our destiny.

Satan wants you and me to think he still has the
power to inflict pain and suffering upon us just as
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he did with God’s servant Job.

Satan wants you and me to think that if we’ll compro-
mise, throw up our white flag of surrender, he won’t
allow anything too bad to happen in our lives.

Satan wants you and me to think he is the only one
who can give us the good life.

Satan wants you and me to reject the gospel plan of
salvation.

Satan wants you and me to reject the idea of life
made possible through the death of a carpenter’s son
nearly 2,000 years ago.

Satan wants you and me to reject the command of
Jesus Christ to be baptized in water to be buried into
his death and be cleansed by his blood.

Satan wants you and me to reject the notion there is
any association between faith and obedience of the
form of doctrine presented in the gospel of Christ.

Satan wants you and me to lose our focus on Jesus,
his cross, and the crown of life he yearns to bestow
upon us.

Satan wants you and me to trade/surrender our souls
and the souls of our family members to him.

Satan wants you and me to make him our god, to be
his fateful companions presently, and throughout
eternity.

Satan wants you and me to willingly give him what
he wants. Will we?

wort

THEY ATE FORBIDDEN FRU

Eva Nell Brown Naramore

The fruit that Satan offered Eve,
Was not from tree of life.
But death would be pronounced on all,
With sin, to cause us strife.
LT aKS KIR 20S@&SR

We would not have to die.

But in the midst of paradise
Was fruit that she could try!

She gave to Adam and he ate.
tKSe RA&a20Se@SR D2
Hid with fig leaves among the trees,
Began the sin of man.
¢tKSe KSINR D2RQa @2}
And in the cool of the day.
2 KSy KS &alFAR G2 GKSY]
To hide there was no way.

They were driven from the garden,
The ground now we must till.

For bread to eat with working hands,

2S Ydzal 20S@ D2RQ
When Satan came in serpent form,

Enticing Eve to eat!

He thought that he could overcome,

With purpose to defeat.

But he will never, never win,
D2RQa ¢62NR RSOf |
True victory shall conquer death!
This truth the world should know.
The serpent cursed above all beasts,
a{KFft 2y GKe&
2NR KI &
KS 06SOlIYS YIy

¢KS

[
Ly

There is no way that we can turn
CNRY D2R G2 {0
And find in life the paradise
God offers unto man.
He loves us as he did before,
When Adam heard his voice.
He was and is forevermore,
But we must make a choice.




ASK A BIBLE QUESTION

QUESTION: Does the Bible teach that staying saved is conditional?

ANSWER: John 8:31 says, “Then Jesus said to those Jews who be-
lieved Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.”
The key word here is IF: “if you abide [continue].” Here Jesus speaks to
believers, and declares that continuing [abiding] in his word — continu-
ing to believe his teaching — is a condition for true discipleship. This
clearly states that it is possible for believers to stop believing and cease
being disciples of Jesus. The conditional nature of staying saved and the
possibility of a believer becoming lost are clearly taught in John 15:1-6.
Jesus is discussing those who are already in a saved state; they are
branches that are “in Me” (v.2), fully attached to the life-giving vine.
But Jesus exhorts these branches to “abide in Me” (v.4). Verse 6 clearly
shows that it is possible for one to choose not to abide in Christ: “If
anyone does not abide in Me....” If anyone makes this choice, two
things follow. First, the one who does not abide in Christ (i.e., ceases to
believe) “is cast out as a branch and is withered [dries up].” The expres-
sion “cast out,” literally means [Greek, eblethe exo], “thrown outside.”
He was at one time inside — inside the church, inside the love of God,
inside the circle of grace; but now he is outside, excluded from grace, as
the result of his own initiative, not God’s. Second, those who choose to
stop believing and who are thus excluded from grace are finally con-
demned to hell: “They gathered them, and throw them into the fire, and
they are burned” (see Matt. 13:40-42). Other passages that teach this
same principle are: Rom. 11:17-22; 1 Cor. 15:1-2; Col. 1:21-23; 1 Cor.
9:24-27. NOTE: Paul addressed false teachers in Gal. 5:4 and affirms
that they “have been severed from Christ” and “have fallen from grace.”
Such passages are completely contrary to the “once saved, always
saved” idea. They cannot be explained away as referring only to people
who were never saved in the first place, nor can we say that they are
merely hypothetical warnings, by which God motivates us to remain
faithful by threatening us with a scenario that in actuality could never
occur. We must be faithful to Jesus’ teaching! Read Rev. 2:10.

—NMark N. Posey
Decatur, AL



