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Words of Truth 

The Privilege of Worship

 The disciples of Jesus Christ are his priesthood today (1 
Pet. 2:5, 9). Through his sacrifice of himself and by his right as the 
Son of God, Jesus changed the priesthood when he changed the 
law (Heb. 7). He abides now forever as our perfect high priest, and 
we are his priests that minister unto spiritual things under his 
authority. 
 As priests under the high priesthood of Jesus Christ, it is 
our privilege and responsibility to offer to God acceptable worship 
(Heb. 13:15). Nadab and Abihu failed in their duties as priests in 
the beginning of the Aaronic priesthood and were punished as a 
result (Lev. 10:1-2). Let us consider the gravity then of the office 
we hold. 
 Coming into the presence of God in the Holy Place which 
is the Church is a humbling privilege. Prayer, preaching, giving, 
communion, and singing are the acts in which we engage. It is our 
responsibility to do these things decently and in order (1 Cor. 
14:40).
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Worship 
Kinley Goodwin 

Ding! Ding! Ding! My Facebook is blowing up with comments. 

When I was told the topic for this article was worship, I immediately 
started thinking about what people misunderstand about it. I had a 
few thoughts in mind, but I needed a little help for some more ideas 
floating around in society today. Most members of  the church know 
what worship is and how to do it, but don’t know how to respond to 

the misconceptions in the denominational world. So I am going to discuss a few. 

	 To begin, I want to talk about worship as “a trend.” I often see this on social media, and with my non-Christian friends. 
“Going to church” is becoming more popular, more trendy. An older lady in town, sitting on the front porch of  Cracker Barrel with 
her friends, told me, “Church-going is definitely on the rise. People are wanting to go, and looking for places to attend. It’s a growing 
trend in society right now.” The places we discussed are not places that worship, they are places that entertain. They are places that 
pull people in because it’s “fun,” it’s what is “trending.” Why is/isn’t this Biblical? First, we have to understand that if  we only 
“worship” because it’s trendy, we aren’t really worshipping - our worship would be in vain if  this were the case (Mat. 15:8-9). Second, 
what is trending is most likely not what is authorized Biblically (Mat. 7:13). John 4:24 says we must worship God in spirit (with the right 
attitude) and in truth (under the right authority). So if  we are only worshipping because it’s popular, then we are not worshipping in 
spirit nor in truth, therefore not Biblically. Last, worship is MORE than a trend. We see from Hebrews 11:4 that men have always 
worshipped God (trending or not). What will you do when worship ISN’T on the rise in society any longer? 

	 The next misconception I’m going to talk about is that “worship is about me: what I think, like, and feel.” I hear this all the 
time, whether it be from people at work, the community, or even on social media. People think it is their “right” to worship how they 
see fit. Did your father let you do what you saw fit as a child growing up? Did he tell you that you had your own right to act the way 
you wanted? I would imagine not. How do you think our Heavenly Father and Creator feels about this? Hebrews 13:15 informs us that 
we are to “continually offer up a sacrifice TO GOD, that is, the fruit of  lips that acknowledge HIS name” (emphasis added - WoT). 
This verse shows us that worship may not always be what I want, like, think, or feel. It should be, but sadly it isn’t to everyone’s 
pleasing. Ephesians 5:19-20 talks about “singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for 
everything to God the Father.” Instead of  this idea of  self-centered worship, we see the Bible teaches the opposite. The Bible teaches 
we are to give the glory to God in all things (1 Pet. 4:11). We are to praise God for being the marvelous Creator He is, for His holy and 
divine nature, and for sending His son when WE transgressed His law. 

	 The last false statement I am going to talk about is, “as long as I DO worship, I’m okay there.” I’m told this quite often. The 
other day, someone at work told me, “I believe in Jesus and I go to church when I can.” As in, she’s okay right where she is. Biblically, 
we know the Lord desires and commands more than that. Jesus says in Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of  Heaven; but he that doeth the will of  my Father which is in heaven.” Therefore, there is more to 
Christianity than just acknowledging Jesus and “worshipping” occasionally. Revelation 2:10 says, “be thou faithful unto death and I 
will give thee a crown of  life.” 

	 In conclusion, we have looked at three misconceptions in society about worship. We’ve seen that worship is a purposeful act, 
and the only acceptable worship is done with the right heart and under the right authority. We know that if  we worship because it’s 
trending, we aren’t doing it with the right heart. Secondly, we looked at self-centered worship and how that is nowhere acceptable in 
the Scriptures. Numerous passages including Hebrews 13 and Ephesians 5:19-20 point only to praising God and giving Him the glory. 
Lastly, we looked at the false belief, “occasional worship, alone, saves me.” We see from Matthew that we have to do more than 
acknowledge Jesus, and from Revelation that we must do more than occasionally worship - we must be faithful. I hope we never put 
ourselves in God’s place choosing what is and isn’t acceptable, and I hope and pray we can help others better understand the danger 
of  this.

Youthful Perspectives



Volume 56, Issue 1 �3 March-April 2019

 

Permission to Speak 
Melissa Cain

In Seneca Falls, NY, in 1848, the first gathering devoted to women’s rights was held. 
At this time, women reformers focused on social and institutional barriers that restricted 
women’s rights including family responsibilities, a lack of educational and economic 
opportunities, and the lack of a voice in politics. When we flash forward to the women’s 
rights gatherings of the 21st century, we see a very different picture. Women in the 1800s 
desired voting rights, but women in the 2000s are offended to be described as women. It has 
always been true that what is happening in the world has a direct effect on the Lord’s people. 
In Old Testament times, when God’s people allowed themselves to become overly exposed to 
the Gentiles and pagans around them, they began to act like them. It was no different in the 
early New Testament church. God’s people were surrounded by those who would share their 
negative influences, and it would permeate the church. So it is today; the world that 
surrounds God’s people is constantly trying to infiltrate his bride and to change her. The 
Lord’s Church is fighting for the right to uphold God’s truths about Biblical rights (privileges) 
in opposition to the world’s attempting to tear down the church with women’s rights 
(demands). Faithful Christian women care more about what God permits us to do as women 
in His church, because every God-given role is for His glory and for our own good. God has 
spoken on the matter of authority and submission (Eph. 5:22, 24; 1 Cor. 11:3). Women in our 
society stay concerned with having a voice for their opinions to be heard. Women of the church must be more concerned of when 
and if their voices should be heard at all. When does a woman, in the presence of men, have permission to speak? What does God 
want?

The world tells us that no matter the situation, women are equal with men in all things. No Christian would suggest 
that women are less valuable than men, but equal value does not equate to equal roles. Men and women are equally valuable, for 
both male and female are made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26), and both male and female are bought with the Savior’s blood (Mat. 
26:28; 1 Tim. 2:4-6). God, who gave men and women their equal value, also assigned their roles, and the Maker has every right to 
assign different roles to different people without valuing one over another. The Lord’s church is not to conform to the 
surrounding world (Rom. 12:2). Christ wants us to desire to hear his voice rather than our own. He wants us to hear his voice over 
the shouts of the world that constantly tells us we are outdated, out of touch, and out of order. We must hear God’s voice over 
our own even when He has given us permission to speak, staying meek and quiet enough to let His words guide our words to be 
spoken in the right way and at the right time. If God’s roles for women vary from His roles for men, we cannot elevate culture 
over the Creator.

In the first century, the church in Corinth was growing in the faith and learning how to be pleasing to God. Miraculous 
gifts were being abused among the members, and Paul addressed the use of these powers, particularly in the public setting (1 Cor. 
12-14). Paul’s inspired corrections for their disorderly worship assemblies included regulating the mouths of those who spoke in 
tongues, the mouths of those who prophesied, and the mouths of women in the congregation. All three were disrupting the 
assembly, and all three were told to “keep silence” (1 Cor. 14:28, 30, 34). Consider the third group: when does God prohibit women 
from speaking and when does He give women permission to speak? “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn 
anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church” (1 Cor. 14:34-35). 

The women being addressed in these verses were not just any women. Specifically they were referred to as “your 
women.” Was Paul stating that all women belong to all men in the church? Of course not! The brother that sits behind me in 
worship would never refer to me as “his woman,” but the man next to me, my husband, could rightfully call me “his woman.” Paul 
was addressing men in the church who had women, or wives, that were not behaving as they should. 

continued on page 7

A Woman’s Touch



Volume 56, Issue 1 �4 March-April 2019

The Privilege of Preaching 
Allen Webster

 The most important event that takes place in any city on any 
day this week is the work the Gospel preacher does. And this includes 
New York, Hollywood, and Washington. Work done in New York may 
affect world finances or fashion; workers in Hollywood may produce 
new entertainment which will be enjoyed by millions; and decisions 
made in Washington may change the world for better or worse, but 
what the Gospel preacher does will matter when the world is on fire and 
the NYSE and Rodeo Drive and Pennsylvania Avenue are no more. 
 The world does not see it this way, of course. They hardly 
notice what we do, and, if they do, they ridicule. This should not 
surprise anyone, for this has been the case since the church was new. 
Paul wrote, “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God . . . For 
after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe” (1 Corinthians 1:18, 21). “Jesus said unto him, Let the dead 
bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God” (Luke 
9:60). “But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, 
which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God 
our Savior” (Titus 1:3). 
 It is a privilege because preaching is indispensable to 
Christianity. Without the preaching of the Word of God, one cannot be 
a Christian.  Paul said,  

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:13-17).  

In this passage Paul uses what is called a regressive argument. That is, 
he argues from a conclusion to a cause. He says that everyone who calls 
upon the Lord in faith will be saved. But to call upon him, one must 
first hear about him. And to hear about him, one must first have 
someone tell him about the Lord. And that someone is a preacher. 
“How can you believe in one that you have not first heard about?” Paul 
asks. “And how can you hear about God unless first a preacher tells you 
about Him?” Preaching is indispensable to believing. And believing is a 
prerequisite to salvation. Preaching is the sine qua non—the “without 
which nothing”—of faith and everlasting life.  
 It is a privilege to preach because preaching saves souls. 
The church in the world is a lot like the story that E. Stanley Jones tells 
of the missionary in the jungle. He got lost with nothing around him but 
bush and a few cleared places. He finally found a small village and 
asked one of the natives if he could lead him out of the jungle. The 
native said he could. “All right,” the missionary said, “Show me the 
way.” They walked for hours through dense brush hacking their way 
through unmarked jungle. The missionary began to worry and said, 
“Are you quite sure this is the way? Where is the path?” The native 
said. “In this place there is no path. I am the path.” Preachers are the 
path to lead others to salvation (Brett Blair, eSermons.com). 
 It is a privilege to preach because it puts one in great 
company. The word preach (in various forms) is found 159 times in the 
Bible.  

• John the Baptist came preaching (Matthew 3:1).  
• God sent Jesus to preach (Luke 4:43).  
• Jesus preached in synagogues, and from city to city 

(Matthew 4:17, 23; 9:35). Jesus’ first sermon in His “home 
church” was on the subject of preaching (Luke 4:17-19).  

• Jesus’ last words on earth were: “And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15).  

• The apostles obeyed this command, for the historian records: 
“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not 
to teach and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42).  

• The church began with dynamic preaching on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2).  

• The early disciples who were scattered abroad went 
preaching (Acts 8:4).  

• When the Samaritans believed Philip preaching, they were 
baptized, both men and women (Acts 8:12).  

• Paul stood ready to preach: “So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also” (Romans 1:15). He considered it a privilege to preach: 
“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8). 

 It is a privilege to preach because it strengthens 
Christians and churches (Acts 20:28-32). There is an on-going need 
for teaching. Hearing the truth is not like a one-time vaccination—it’s 
more like a prescription that needs to be dispensed over a long period of 
time! On the back of one preacher’s door is this quote by Frederick 
Danker: “The Gospel is a fuel required constantly to produce and 
promote the life of the Spirit within the Christian. The fruits of the 
Spirit grow only where the Gospel is sown tirelessly and 
unremittingly.” 
 Active churches have many ongoing activities, but they could 
omit any of them better than they could the preaching. In the midst of 
busy, helpful activities, the time-conscious apostles decided, “We will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). 
Preaching and salvation go together as cause and effect. If the preacher 
fails, the church will fail. When the pulpit ceases to give living water, 
drought spreads in the pews. But when fountains flow from the pulpit, 
then the desert becomes a garden.   

Most historic social movements (cf. Nazism, Communism, 
the Civil Rights Movement, political campaigns), have been led by 
“preachers,” men who used the art of public speaking to inspire others. 
Abraham Lincoln said, “He who molds opinion is greater than he who 
enacts laws” (100777.com/quotes/). Farmers and doctors keep people 
living, but preachers make life worth living. 

Preachers have been a fixture in Christianity for over 2,000 
years. God managed for 1,700 years without a Sunday school, as 
important as that is. He managed 1,850 years without a single Boy 
Scout. But He has never managed without a preacher. Many things have 
come and gone—preachers have stayed. Consider the importance of 
what a local preacher does. If we do not preach to our congregation, 
nobody else will.
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None of us deserve the privilege of coming before God. He 
is  above  all  blessing  and  praise  (Neh.  9:5).    Yet,  He  gives  us  the 
privilege of coming into His presence with singing (Psa. 100:2). With 
every  privilege  comes  a  corresponding  responsibility.  It  is  this  
responsibility  that  will  be  our  primary  purpose  as  we  consider  the 
privilege of singing. Our main text will be taken from the third chapter 
of  Colossians:    “Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him” (Col. 3:16-17).   As we 
examine these verses, we see seven words that describe our singing - 
logical,  horizontal,  reciprocal,  spiritual,  emotional,  vertical,  and 
Scriptural.

Logical - In All Wisdom
The word of Christ is to dwell in us richly. Metaphorically, 

the word “dwell” means to be at home. God's word is to be at home in 
our hearts (Psa. 119:11). It is to dwell in us richly or abundantly. In 
addition to filling our hearts with God's word, we need to ask God to fill 
our  minds with wisdom to use the knowledge that  He has given us 
correctly (Jam. 1:5; 3:17). In Ephesians 5:17, which corresponds to this 
passage, Paul wrote, “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.” The Greek word translated as “unwise” 
means  without  reason,  senseless,  or  foolish,  and  the  Greek  word 
translated  as  “understanding”  means  to  join  together  in  the  mind. 
Singing is to be logical or reasonable. We are to put things together in 
our  minds  and  sing  with  understanding.  David,  the  sweet  singer  of 
Israel, wrote, “For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with 
understanding” (Psa. 47:7).   In like manner, Paul wrote, “What is it 
then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding 
also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding 
also” (1 Cor. 14:15).   Not only must we understand the words that we 
are singing (such as, “Here, I raise my Ebenezar,” in the song, O Thou 
Fount  of  Every  Blessing),  we  must  understand  what  God  wants. 
Acceptable singing begins with understanding the will of the Lord. It is 
not  about  what  we want  or  like,  but  about  what  pleases  Him (Lev. 
10:1-2). 

Horizontal - Teaching And Admonishing One Another
Acceptable singing is both horizontal and vertical. It teaches 

and admonishes man and it praises and thanks God. We often talk about 
the directions we are to look in observing the Lord's Supper: backward 
to  the  cross  of  Christ,  forward  to  the  coming  of  Christ,  inward  to 
examine self,  and outward to  proclaim the  Lord's  death.  At  least  in 
some sense, singing includes all of these. We look back to the cross 
(The Old Rugged Cross), forward to the coming of Christ (There's A 
Great  Day Coming),  inward to  self  (Just  As I  Am),  and outward to 
proclaim the death of Christ (There's A Fountain Free). This passage 
primarily deals with looking horizontally, to teach and admonish men, 
and vertically, to praise God.  The Greek word translated as “teaching” 
means to hold discourse with others, to impart instruction, and to instill 
doctrine. The Greek word translated as “admonishing” means to warn 
or exhort. When we sing, we are to impart doctrine to each other and to 
encourage one another (Heb. 3:13; 10:25; Acts 14:22).

Reciprocal - Teaching And Admonishing One Another
It would be easy to skip past the next two words in our text - 

“one  another”  (Col.  3:16).  However,  these  words  are  extremely 
important because they detail  the reciprocal nature of congregational 
singing. For sure, singing can be individual. As individuals, if we are 
merry, we can sing psalms (Jam. 5:13). Without anyone else present, we 

can sing a song of praise to God. I'm sure that David did this many 
times when he was running from Saul. However, in the context of this 
study, Paul is detailing the teaching and admonishing that we owe each 
other in worship. To fulfill this command, we must all participate in the 
singing. This “one another” command is no more one-sided than any 
other (John 15:12; Col. 3:12; Gal. 6:2). 

Spiritual - Psalms, Hymns, & Spiritual Songs
The next  words in our text,  “psalms,  hymns,  and spiritual 

songs,”  are  easy  to  rush  past.  For  sure,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
between  these  terms.  Psalms  seems  to  refer  to  OT songs  of  praise, 
hymns seems to refer to new songs of praise, and spiritual songs refers 
to songs that are spiritual in nature. It should be noted that worship is 
not a time for national or secular songs. While these songs have a time 
and place,  they do not fit  the inspired description given by Paul for 
worship. Worship is a time for spiritual songs. 

Emotional - Singing With Grace In Your Hearts
In my judgment, the next words in our text are among the 

most  beautiful  in  the  whole  passage  -  “singing  with  grace  in  your 
hearts”  (Col.  3:16).  Grace  refers  to  unmerited  favor.  Contemplating 
what God has done for us should be emotional. It should bring a wealth 
of  emotions  -  sorrow,  joy,  gratitude,  wonder,  etc.  The  parallel 
expression  in  Ephesians  is  “singing  and  making  melody  in  your 
heart”  (Eph.  5:19).  The  Greek  word  translated  as  “making  melody” 
means to pluck on a string. Before you become alarmed, the instrument 
is specified. The instrument is the heart. We are to pluck the strings of 
our hearts. We are to sing with emotion. True worship is not only in 
truth, but also in spirit (John 4:24). 

Vertical - To The Lord...Giving Thanks
God is the ultimate aim or object of worship (Mat. 4:10; John 

4:23-24).    Worship  is  about  praising  God for  who He is  and  about 
thanking  Him for  what  He has  done  (Col.  3:17).    The  Greek  word 
translated as “thanks” in the context means to be grateful. The parallel 
verse in Ephesians says: “Giving thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). 

Scriptural - In The Name Of The Lord
The final consideration in the context, but by no means the 

least important, are the words - “in the name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17). 
These words have to do with that which is scriptural (authorized by 
Scripture). There are only two sources of authority - heaven and men 
(Mat. 21:25). Thus, the use of mechanical instruments in worship today 
is either from heaven or from men. If it is from heaven, then we must 
do  it.  If  it  is  from  men,  then  we  must  not  do  it.  Following  the 
commandments of men will make worship vain or empty (Mat. 15:9). 
To do something in the name of someone is to do it by their power or 
authority (Acts 4:7, 18). Singing is clearly authorized. No one argues 
otherwise! Mechanical instruments are not authorized by Christ or the 
testament that He purchased with His blood. When Christ specified the 
heart as the instrument that we are to use in our singing (Col. 3:16; Eph. 
5:19),  He  ruled  out  all  other  instruments,  just  as  specifying  gopher 
wood to Noah ruled out all other woods (Gen. 6:14), and specifying the 
river  Jordan  to  Naaman  ruled  out  all  other  rivers  (2  Kings  5:10).  
Historians are agreed that there was no mechanical instrument used in 
the early church. They were first introduced by Pope Vitalian I between 
660 and 670, over 500 years after the death of the last apostle and the 
completion  of  the  New  Testament.  We  cannot  use  mechanical 
instruments with the authority of Christ or His apostles (Acts 2:42). 

Singing  is  a  wonderful  privilege.  However,  like  all 
privileges, it comes with corresponding responsibilities. Let's engage in 
it with both joy and fear. 

The Privilege of Singing 
Wade Webster
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Pages of History

[This article appeared in Vol. 2, No. 115 of Words 
of Truth, dated May 19, 1967. The statistics quoted 
herein  are  eyeopening.  Things  have  changed 
drastically in regards to newspaper circulation, but 
our  need for  good spiritual  reading material  has 
not.  Our  methods  of  sharing  the  gospel  have 
advanced beyond what was available in 1967, but 
people’s need for the truth has not.]

Benjamin Franklin said, “Give me twenty-
six  lead  soldiers  (the  alphabet  in  type)  and  I’ll 
conquer the world.”

For many years we have failed to recognize 
the  power  of  the  printed  word.  Clyde  Dennis 
referred  to  this  method  of  teaching  as  “God’s 
important  tool,  to  speed the  light  in  reaching the 
world for Christ.”

The  following  statistics  are  from  a  1961 
survey  by  the  Bureau  of  Advertising  of  the 
American Newspaper Association:

Eighty-six and four-tenths percent of the 54 
million  households  in  America  receive  a  daily 
newspaper. It is read by eighty percent of the adults 
and seventy-five percent of teenagers.

Fifty-three percent of the adult readers clip 
an article from their newspapers about every three 
months. There is an average of three and five-tenths 
readers to every newspaper published in the United 
States.

In the July 14, 1955, edition of the Gospel 
Advocate, Ira North said, “Here are a few reasons 
why  active,  wide-awake  congregations  send  the 
Gospel Advocate to every home in the church:

1. Builds faith.
2. Stimulates spiritual growth.
3. Increases interest in the Lord’s church.

4. Gives an impetus to regular attendance at 
services.

5.  Encourages  greater  consecration  to 
Christ and the church.

6. Leads to increased giving and living for 
the cause of Christ.

Good  literature  in  the  home  means  more 
interested people in the pews! It  will  mean better 
citizens, better neighbors, better homes, and a better 
world! Let us all have a part in this crusade to put 
good literature in more homes.”

As the words of Ira North had reference to 
the Gospel Advocate,  the same wording would be 
most  appropriate for  the Words of  Truth.  It  has a 
wide  circulation  now  but  I  would  like  to  see  it 
increased  and  it  can  be  with  your  help.  Brother 
Nichols  once  told  me,  “The  way  to  spread  the 
gospel is to spread the preachers.” And another way 
to  spread  the  gospel  is  by  spreading  religious 
reading matter.

Preachers,  encourage  the  members  of  the 
congregation where you preach to subscribe to the 
Words  of  Truth.  Elders,  send  the  paper  to  every 
family in the congregation where you worship. You 
would  not  think  of  having  a  Sunday  without  a 
preacher  for  the  service,  but  yet  you  allow  the 
congregation to  go all  week without  any kind of 
edification  except  one  hour  on  Wednesday  night. 
Act now! Don’t just think about it!!

Let  us NEVER be guilty of  estimating at 
too low a value the usefulness of the printed word 
in evangelism and edification.

the power of the printed word 

James A. Horton
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Permission to Speak
(continued from page 3)

The prophets in the congregation were the ones Paul was 
addressing  when  he  said,  “Let  your  women  keep 
silence.” Much like the interrupting tongue-speaker was 
to “keep silence” and the disruptive prophet was to “hold 
his peace” there were women equally guilty of disruptive 
behavior who needed to “keep silence.” It appears that 
prophets’ wives lacked restraint  in  speaking over  their 
husbands.  This  verse  is  often  used  to  teach  the 
limitations  of  women  in  worship.  However,  since  we 
have no prophets among us today, is this the best way to 
rightly divide the Word of truth? Should 1 Corinthians 
14:34-35 be used to teach rules for all women in all the 
churches when Paul was speaking to specific wives of 
the prophets of that day? If we use this text to be our 
guide in directing our behavior in worship, then can a 
woman sing in  worship?  If  we use  this  command the 
way it is often taught, what are single women, widows, 
and wives of non-Christians to do? Can they ever ask a 
question about what is being taught?

Paul  wrote  his  first  letter  to  Timothy  for  this 
reason:  “that  thou mayest  know how thou oughtest  to 
behave thyself in the house of God” (1 Tim. 3:15). Paul 
says  this  after  discussing  the  qualifications  of  bishops 
and deacons. Yet prior to these qualifications, Paul tells 
Timothy who is to pray, how they are to pray, and how 
the women are to learn. “Let the woman learn in silence 
with all subjection” (1 Tim. 2:11). Notice the differences 
between the Greek use of the words silent and silence in 
1  Corinthians  14:34  and  1  Timothy  2:11.  In  1 
Corinthians 14:34, silence is sigao (to keep silence, hold 

peace). In 1 Timothy 2:11, silence is hesuchia (stillness, 
quietness). Paul told the wives to be quiet in Corinth, but 
to Timothy he said for women to listen quietly, have a 
quiet disposition, and be willing to obey. The difference: 
“do not make a sound” versus “listening quietly.” This 
allows the worshipping woman to fulfill the command to 
sing and teach as part of the congregational praise (Col. 
3:16). By using 1 Timothy 2:11 in its context, rather than 
taking 1 Corinthians 14:34 out of context, the Christian 
woman is able to ask questions and have her knowledge 
of God’s word expanded to her as she has need, whether 
she is married or not. She is able to be submissive in her 
quiet disposition and obey the command not “to usurp 
authority  over  the  man,  but  to  be  in  silence”  (1  Tim. 
2:12). 

The Christian woman, whether inside or outside 
of  worship,  is  to  maintain  a  “meek  and  quiet  spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). 
When a woman practices this increasingly unique quality 
day in and day out,  it  becomes so much a part of her 
identity  that  she  would  never  imagine  disrupting  a 
worship service to hear her own voice over the voices of 
those He has authorized to lead. The voices in the world 
around us are shouting that we must fight for equality in 
every way, but those shouts will become faint whispers 
easily muted by our loyalty and submission to what God 
has said concerning our glorious roles as women.

PLEASE SUBMIT CHANGE OF ADDRESS! 

 Every month we have a few publications 
returned to us due to mailing records that are not up to 
date. Each return costs us money in addition to the initial 
postage. We ask that you please submit updated mailing 
information if you are moving so that you will not miss 
any issues. You may submit your change of address by 
mailing us at 1501 6th Ave., Jasper, AL, 35501, or by 
emailing us at office@sixthavenuechurch.org. If we do 
not receive updated information we will have to remove 
those that are returned from the mailing list.

sixthavenuechurch.org 
We hope and pray that you will use our website for 
personal growth in the faith of Jesus Christ. On our 
website you will find many resources including bulletins, 
sermon audios, Bible correspondence courses, Searching 
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email or submit questions you would like to have 
answered. On the website you will also find back issues of 
Words of Truth. Please visit regularly and use the 
resources available to you! 



Volume 56, Issue 1 �8 March-April 2019

QUESTION: What does it mean - "Whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” 
(Mathew 16:19)? 

ANSWER: “Binding and loosing” were familiar phrases to the Jews. The 
Rabbis often spoke of “binding and loosing,” meaning forbidding and 
permitting. Jesus’ statement in Matthew 16:19 was addressed to Peter, 
however His words in 18:18 included all of the apostles. Therefore, whatever 
Jesus’ apostles bound on earth would and definitely would remain bound in 
heaven; and whatever they loosed on earth would and definitely would 
remain loosed in heaven. In other words, Jesus’ apostles would exercise 
authority according to His word (Eph. 2:20; 1 Cor. 4:17; 11:23; 15:3; Gal. 
1:11-12). However, this does not mean that God would obey what they did 
on earth, but that they should do on earth whatever God had already willed in 
heaven (Psalm 119:89). Whatever the apostles bound or loosed on earth was 
already bound or loosed in heaven and it would definitely remain bound and 
loosed as they proclaimed it. The verb forms “shall be bound” and “shall be 
loosed,” in the Greek New Testament, are perfect tense, passive voice 
participles. The perfect tense means that the binding and loosing had already 
occurred and the effects of that action would remain. The passage may thus 
be translated as follows: “Whatever you shall bind on earth shall have been 
bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall have been 
loosed in heaven” (NASB). Remember, the Church does not get man’s will 
done in heaven; it obeys God’s will on earth. Therefore, on the first Pentecost 
following Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Peter and the other apostles 
preached the Good News about Jesus (Acts 2:14-42). They proclaimed the 
inauguration of the Kingdom of God and the terms of entrance into it. 

Mark N. Posey – Winfield Church of Christ, Winfield, AL. 
mark.nichols.posey@gmail.com
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