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 In Christ Alone 

Jesus Loves the 
Little Children 

Jesus loves everyone, young 
and old. When this old 
children’s hymn is sung, even 
adults should know Jesus 
loves them too! 
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Words of Truth 

“Introduction”

 Jesus came to earth to die. He was a worthy sacrifice and his 
blood atones for our sins. He deserves our praise, love, and worship. It 
was the will of God that Jesus accomplish the fulfillment of His plan, from 
the first hint of redemption after Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, 
through the promises to Abraham and David, up to the glimpses of the 
church given to Daniel. 
 Children love Jesus for his purity, simplicity, and fair treatment 
of everyone. Adolescents find a friend in Jesus because he was bold, 
confident, and trustworthy. Adults worship the Savior because of his 
selflessness, his sovereignty, and the satisfaction he provides for every 
spiritual need. He is our everything, he is our all! 
 Salvation is found in Christ and in him alone. No matter what 
other claims men may make as to being inspired or sent from God, only 
Jesus is the acceptable sacrifice. Christ alone is the way, the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through him. 
      —DD
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Jesus Loves the Little Children 
David Dixon 

My kids love to sing the song “Jesus loves the little 
children.” I think they put themselves into the song. They 
picture Jesus loving, hugging, holding, and playing with 
them. It is a scene described in Scripture (Mark 10:13-16) 
so it should not be difficult for us to imagine. Maybe as 

adults we need to be reminded to do the same thing. When Jesus instructs us to become like little children in 
order to inherit the kingdom of  God (Mat. 18:3-4; 19:14; Mark 10:14-15; Luke 18:16-17), it should be an 
instruction that we view as simple, calming, and reassuring. When we sing “Jesus Loves the Little Children” we 
should be singing about ourselves! 

	 Being child-like spiritually does not mean being naive, immature, or uneducated. It does not mean 
running away from problems hoping someone else will deal with them for us. But being as gentle and innocent 
as a child does mean being a peacemaker (Mat. 5:9). Social drama is often associated with teenage girls. Gossip, 
bullying, lying, and judging are social conflicts from which we need to devolve. I mean, we need to go back to 
the time in our minds when we cared nothing for such behavior, to the time before we were teenagers, to the 
time when we were little children. Some people seem to thrive on the conflict of  social drama, keeping their 
ears glued to the grapevine. It must give them some sort of  emotional rush to know they are inflicting pain and 
turmoil in another person’s soul. But becoming a child of  God means adopting a spirit that would rather heal 
old wounds between rivals than create new ones. 

	 Being a little child in the eyes of  God means being wholly converted (Mat. 18:3). My children are still 
afraid of  the dark. They will run from it (or through it, if  necessary) in order to get to the place where the light 
illuminates their surroundings. They still desire to be where a parent is present for their protection. Similarly, we 
must whole-heartedly turn from the darkness of  sin and seek the light of  God’s love. A child is not inquisitive 
about what lies in the darkness when he is afraid of  it. He clings as tightly as his little arms can cling to the one 
who protects him from the unknown forces. As adults we have nothing to fear from the unknown, but we need 
that child-like desire to be as close as possible to our Heavenly Father. 

	 Being like a child also means being least (Luke 9:48). Children do not set their own bed times, their own 
diets, or their own wardrobe. They cannot provide for their own transportation or arrange for their own 
healthcare. They are totally dependent upon their parents. Surely no child thinks he is better than his own 
parents. Pride and an inflated sense of  self-importance are vile personality traits in anyone, most of  all a child. 
In the same way, Christians are to esteem others better than themselves (Phi. 2:3). We are to seek ways to serve 
others, not to be served (Gal. 5:13). When we do this, Jesus said we shall be great in the kingdom. 

	 The next time you sing “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” I hope you know that means you!

Youthful Perspectives



Volume 56, Issue 2 �3 May-June 2019

 

I Wish I Had Known 
Eva Nell Brown Naramore

I thought that I knew; and I wish I had known,
While you were growing, before you were grown,
More oft than I did, maybe I could have shown,
My love in more ways, while you were at home.

What I needed to do, I thought I could do,
What I needed to know, I thought I knew.

We each proved that we cared; like gold we were tried,
We were so busy: We laughed and we cried.

But I may not have known, when you needed my touch, 
Or taken the time to listen enough.

Our children have problems we need to hear through,
A smile and a hug, with time to talk, too.

With beautiful eyes, are children looking at you?
Take time to look down, smile into their view.

With happiness they’ll see, a torch that gives light,
While reaching to grasp your level of sight.

Discipline is needed, sometimes with a tear, 
Never in anger, let them know that you care.
I wish I had known how to live and let live,

The joy of youth to better fulfill.

They need us to teach them; they learn what they hear.
Time for their training is while they are near.

I taught you of Jesus, of this I am sure,
I hope you’ll have faith to keep you secure.

Rich treasures of life are the children of youth,
The glow of each stone in the value of truth.
Children imitate what in parents they see,

Let us live life, as we want them to be.

I wish I had known, and I’m trying to learn,
How to lead, not drive, and know where to turn.

As a mother I’ve tried my love to bestow,
May God be with you, where I cannot go.

A Woman’s Touch
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Don’t Leave Out the Most Important Part 
Mike Benson

I have often heard folks tell their friends, “You need to be 
baptized…” It’s certainly true that immersion is necessary 
(Acts 8:38; Rom. 6:3; 1 Pet. 3:21; cf. 2 Kgs. 5:13-14). 
Despite what denominationalists say to the contrary, baptism 
is essential for salvation (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Titus 
3:5). But I fear that, at least at times, we’ve not said nearly 
enough when we tell people, “You need to be baptized…” 

Hear me out. 

Simply getting in the water is insufficient.  Yes, I said 
insufficient. 

If there was something miraculous or holy about the water in 
and of itself, we could just strong-arm folks up to the 
baptistry and force them under.  But there is no inherent 
power in the water itself.  Water is water—whether it’s in a 
baptistry, a swimming pool, a jacuzzi, a pond, creek, river, or 
ocean. 

An individual has to be buried (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12; cf. Acts 
8:38), but sometimes well-intentioned church folk stop there 
at the water and in so doing, stop short of their responsibility 
(cf. Mat. 28:19-20). They push the action of faith without 
first properly and fully emphasizing the person of faith.  They 
fixate on the water without focusing upon the One who 
mandates the water in the first place.   

But beloved, without Christ baptism is simply a bath; the 
removal of the filth of the flesh (1 Pet. 3:21). Christ is center, 
the beginning and the end, and He’s why water is important in 
the first place! 

Through the years I’ve watched us (i.e., the church) baptize 
folks in numbers I cannot recall, both stateside as well as on 
foreign soil.  And I’ve also watched many of those folks who 
went down into the water leave the church soon thereafter 
because even though they got the water right, they never got 
the Savior right.  They heard, “You need to be baptized…” 
And, “You’ll be lost in hell if you don’t get baptized.”  They 
were told and heard “water” and perhaps wanted an insurance 
policy against eternal fire.     

Our Baptist friends teach sometimes accuse us of what they 
call, “water salvation.”  I suspect on occasion, they may 
actually be right.   

Christ is everything!   

• We are saved by Christ (1 Tim. 1:15). 

• We are saved by faith in Christ (John 8:24). 

• We are saved by repenting of sins committed against 
Christ (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30-31). 

• We are saved by confessing Christ (Mat. 10:32-33; Rom. 
10:10). 

• We are saved by baptism into Christ (Gal. 3:27). 

• We are saved by the name of Christ (Acts 4:12). 

• We are saved by the words of Christ (John 6:63). 

• We are saved by the works of Christ (John 20:30-31). 

• We are saved by the blood of Christ (Rom.5:9; Eph. 1:7). 

• We are saved by the death of Christ (Rom. 5:10a).  

• We are saved by the perfect life of Christ (Rom. 5:10b). 

• We are saved by the resurrection of Christ (Rom. 4:25). 

• We are saved by hope in Christ (Rom. 8:24).  

• We are saved by calling on the name of Christ (i.e., 
baptism) (Acts 22:16; 2:21). 

• And at baptism God adds us to the body/church of 
Christ (Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14; 11:24; Rom. 16:16). 

Let me say it here—and please don’t wrest my words out of 
their context. It’s not the water in and of itself that saves.  It is 
Christ who saves and He graciously does so through obedient 
faith that accepts His word and goes down into the water 
(Mark 16:15-16; Eph. 2:8-9).    

 In Christ alone my hope is found  
 He is my light, my strength, my song  
 This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
 Firm through the fiercest drought and storm  
 What heights of love, what depths of peace  
 When fears are stilled, when strivings cease  
 My Comforter, my All in All  
 Here in the love of Christ I stand 

Songwriters: Keith Getty / Stuart Townend 
In Christ Alone lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group
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Jesus healed a demoniac who was blind 
and mute so that he could both speak and see. The 
KJV translates the Greek word köphos as “dumb,” 
meaning “mute.” Earlier in his ministry, at 
Capernaum, when Jesus cast out a devil that caused 
a man to be mute, the multitudes marveled because 
“It was never so seen in Israel” (Matt. 9:32-33). 
The multitudes wondered and glorified God when 
they witnessed Jesus allowing the mute to speak, 
the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the 
blind to see (cf. Matt. 15:30-31). Jesus used the fact 
that the blind could see, the lame could walk, the 
lepers cleansed, the deaf could hear, and the 
resurrected dead as proof to the disciples of John 
that he was “he that should come” (Luke 7:20-22). 
The ability of Jesus to cast out devils should assure 
modern servants of Christ that he can help them 
overcome the woes that face them in their lives. 
Placing faith in Jesus is both wise and comforting.   

Matthew records that it was the Pharisees 
who accused Jesus of casting out devils by the 
power of Beelzebub (Matt. 12:24). Mark reports 
that the scribes which came down from Jerusalem 
claimed that Jesus “hath” Beelzebub. Both 
Matthew and Mark refer to Beelzebub as the 
“prince of the devils” (Mark 3:22). Jesus warned 
the twelve apostles that if they called the master of 
the house [Jesus] Beelzebub, even more so would 
critics call them of his household [the apostles] 
similar things (Matt. 10:25). Luke also records a 
time when some of the people witnessed Jesus 
casting out a devil so that a mute person could 
speak (Luke 11:14). Even though the people 
wondered, some of them claimed that Jesus cast out 
devils through Beelzebub the “chief of the 
devils” (Luke 11:15). The fact that Jesus performed 
miracles that his critics could not deny should shore 
up the faith of modern believers. If he did not cast 
out devils by the power of the Spirit of God, the 
only alternative is the power of Satan. 

Notice that Jesus knew their thoughts 
(Matt. 12:25; Luke 11:17). Jesus possesses the 
ability to know people’s thoughts, even when the 
critics of Jesus, like the scribes and the Pharisees, 

would accuse him of blasphemy or of casting out 
devils by the power of Beelzebub. Jesus knew the 
thoughts of the scribes and Pharisees, and, 
occasionally asked them if it was right to heal on 
the Sabbath (Luke 6:8-9). At least once, Jesus 
rebuked certain scribes for their thoughts and asked 
why they had evil thoughts (Matt. 9:4). The evil 
thoughts of his critics did not prevent Jesus from 
performing miracles. Although modern disciples of 
Jesus cannot know the thoughts of people, they 
should not allow criticism to prevent them from 
doing good in the name of Christ.  

Included in Jesus’ rebuttal to his critics is 
the confirmation that Satan has an earthly kingdom 
(Matt. 12:26). Citizens of Satan’s kingdom “shall 
be cast out into outer darkness” (Matt. 8:12). Jesus 
told Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” (John 18:36). We may surmise that if 
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, then Satan’s 
kingdom is worldly. When we consider the 
unrighteous nature of those who do not inherit the 
kingdom of God, we discover that only those 
washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of 
Jesus and by the Spirit of God can escape the 
darkness of Satan’s kingdom (1 Cor. 6:9-11).  

Jesus verifies that if he was casting out 
devils by the Spirit of God, then his kingdom had 
come (Matt. 12:28). Those awaiting the coming of 
Christ’s kingdom should read carefully the 
evidence that it existed then and remains today. 
Jesus’ statement, “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or 
house divided against itself shall not stand” (Matt. 
12:25; Mark 3:24) is undeniable proof that we 
cannot straddle the fence with one foot in Christ’s 
kingdom and the other in the kingdom of Satan.

Critics Question the Source of Christ’s Power 
Ted Burleson
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Pages of History

[This article first appeared in Vol. 10, No. 12, of Words 
of Truth, dated August 8, 1975.]

The  following  Scriptures  are  entirely 
appropriate  in  introducing  Christ  and  Calvary.  “And 
when  they  were  come  to  the  place,  which  is  called 
Calvary,  there they crucified him, and the malefactors, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left” (Luke 
23:33). Note the quartet of words in the middle of this 
text,  “there they crucified him.” THERE identified the 
place. It was Calvary or Golgotha. THEY identified the 
executioners.  CRUCIFIED depicted the  manner  of  the 
execution.  HIM portrayed the object  of  their  rage,  the 
innocent  one who was being put  to  death.  In  the first 
chapter of 1 Corinthians Paul wrote, “For Christ sent me 
not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: no with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect.  For  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  to  them that 
perish foolishness: but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God…For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For 
the  Jews  require  a  sign,  and  the  Greeks  seek  after 
wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness;  But 
unto  them  which  are  called,  bot  hJews  and  Greeks, 
Christ  the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 
Cor.  1:17-18; 21-24).  In 1 Corinthians 2:2 Paul wrote, 
“For I determined not to know anything among you, save 
Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.”  Paul  prefaced  the 
remarkable resurrection chapter of the Bible with these 
words, “Moreover, brethren, I declare into you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in  memory what  I  preached unto  you,  unless  ye 
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures: And that he was buried, 
and  that  he  rose  again  the  third  day  according  to  the 
scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:1-4). A magnificent passage fully 
descriptive of Paul’s ardent admiration for Calvary and 

its atoning sacrifice is set forth in Galatians 6:14, “But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world.”

Numerous  evidences  have  firmly  fixed  and 
eloquently established the Deity of Jesus Christ  in the 
mind  of  the  Christian.  One  of  the  many  supporting 
proofs of his divinity is superbly exhibited by the glory 
with which he has surrounded the once inglorious cross. 
Before the crucifixion of  the Galilean Peasant,  anyone 
who died upon a cross was doomed to oblivion quickly. 
he died as a despicable person with a curse resting upon 
him.  Paul  declared  in  Galatians  3:13,  “Cursed  is 
everyone that hangeth on a tree.” The family and former 
friends of the crucified victim sought soon to erase this 
most  humiliating  experience  from  their  thoughts.  The 
cross was thus an emblem of a curse and man’s most 
disgraceful way of putting another to death. The firing 
squad,  the gas chamber,  the electric chair,  the gallows 
and the guillotine have never had stamped upon them the 
ignominious stigma that a Roman cross did in the first 
century. And yet, consider what Christ did for the cross.

Christ was not the first man to die upon a cross. 
Neither was he to be the last so suffer the horrors of the 
Roman Cross. However, it  was he who has placed the 
cross into the ascending glory of his matchless love for 
the fallen sons and daughters of Adam’s race. By dying 
upon the tree as a sin offering, he has transformed in an 
amazing manner the ignominious cross into the great and 
glorious symbol of his love for the lost. How is it that 
when we see a picture of the cross, our thoughts turn to 
Jesus and to Jesus only as the one who died thereon? We 
are not led to think of either of the thieves who shared 
his fate on the hill of Golgotha that Friday. We do not 
picture any of the ones who died before him on the cross 
or those who met a similar fate afterwards. The cross is 
suggestive only of Jesus. Had he been an imposter or a 
deceiver, he would have shared the same fate as the other 
unfortunate  victims  of  a  Roman cross.  He  could  only 
raise the infamy of the cross to a glorious height by his 

Christ and the Cross 

Robert R Taylor, Jr
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being the Son of God who gave his life as a ransom for 
sinful men.

Does any reader of these lines know of a single 
person by name who was crucified prior to the time of 
our  blessed Lord?  How many names  can you give  of 
those who met this fateful death subsequent to the Lord’s 
ordeal on Calvary? How is it we know so little of either 
the names or characters of others who died by this means 
and  know  so  much  about  the  Christ  and  Calvary?  If 
Jesus Christ were not what he claimed to be, then he was 
really a deceiver and an imposter. if that be the case, how 
did he do something for the cross that no one before him 
or after him has done? This question needs an answer 
from unbelievers.

To  make  these  thoughts  more  impressive, 
consider the following ways in which other leaders of 
men have died and yet, the men and the instruments of 
their  deaths  have not  become glorious  like  Christ  and 
Calvary.  Josiah  was  the  last  faithful  king  of  ancient 
Judah. He was a great man in many ways. He met his 
death by means of an arrow shot by an archer in a battle 
with Pharaoh Necho from Egypt. Yet the bow and arrow 
are  not  suggestive  to  any  mind  of  Josiah’s  death.  In 
Matthew 14 and Mark 6 we read of Herod’s beheading 
of John. Yet there is not instrument that might be used 
for  beheading  that  is  wholly  suggestive  to  the  human 
mind  of  John’s  death.  A sword  removed  the  Apostle 
James from the apostolic stage of action. Yet when we 
see a sword not any of us is led to think exclusively of 
James  and  his  manner  of  martyrdom.  All  other  slain 
leaders of the Bible and the means of their execution are 
NEVER comparable to Christ and Calvary.

The  same  is  true  with  slain  leaders  of  men 
among the secular  ranks of  human society.  Some four 
centuries before the birth of Christ,  Socrates lived and 

carried  on  his  work  as  a  teacher.  By  any  educator’s 
standard Socrates must be placed as one of the master 
teachers of all time. He met his death by drinking a cup 
of poison. Yet, the hemlock cup of poison has not been 
made into a glorious symbol of Socrates’ death. Why? 
He was not the divine Son of God. His death in no way 
was an atonement of man’s sins.

John Brown was a religious leader of the mid-
nineteenth century. He possessed a driving desire to free 
slaves. In 1859 he led an attack upon a Federal arsenal at 
Harper’s Ferry in Virginia. It was hoped that this would 
arouse the Southern slaves to rise up and cast off their 
fetters.  Shortly  after  this  raid  he  was  captured,  found 
guilty  of  treason  and  was  hanged.  Many  viewed  his 
death as martyrdom. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote that 
Brown’s  death  would  make  “THE  GALLOWS 
GLORIOUS AS THE CROSS.” We live a full century 
plus after the death of Brown and the gallows have never 
been nor will they ever be “glorious as the cross.” Mr. 
Emerson was a poor predictor.

A gospel preacher once saw a cross. He asked 
his very young children what it was. One said quickly it 
was  a  cross.  Another  said  it  was  a  plus.  In  a  striking 
sense  the  cross  of  Jesus  is  the  GREAT  PLUS  to 
humanity. Had Jesus been a deceiver or an imposter his 
ordeal on Calvary would have been like the crucifixions 
that preceded him - they were minuses. His too would 
have  been  another  minus  added  to  the  ever  growing 
number in the first century. But because he was the Son 
of God his experience on Calvary adds up the GREAT 
PLUS of the ages. 

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 

Galatians 6:14
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QUESTION: What is the “Sinner’s Prayer,” and will it save those that pray it?

ANSWER: Nowhere in the New Testament is anyone told to pray to receive 
salvation and become a Christian. Bill Bright (1950’s) coined the expression “The 
Four Spiritual Laws” which ended with the so-called “Sinner’s Prayer.” The words 
may vary but the elements are: “To become a Christian right now, all you have to do 
is pray this prayer – ‘Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank you for dying on the cross for my 
sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my personal Savior and Lord. 
Thank You for giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me 
the kind of person You want me to be.’ Now that you’re a Christian, tell others the 
good news!” The supporters of the “Sinner’s Prayer” claim the following passages 
teach salvation by prayer – John 1:11-13; Rev. 3:20; Rom. 10:9-10, 13 and Luke 
18:13-14; however, these passages say NOTHING about praying for salvation or a 
Sinner’s Prayer! PRAYER = a Christian talking to God, based on the mediation of 
Jesus (1 Tim. 2:1-8). It is for those already in a relationship with God (1 John 1:5-10; 
2:1-2). No instructions, examples or references to praying for salvation are found in 
any conversion account in the New Testament (Cf., Pentecost – Acts 2; Samaritans – 
Acts 8:5-6; Simon – Acts 8:13; Eunuch – Acts 8:35-40; Saul – Acts 9, 22, 26; 
Cornelius – Acts 10; Lydia – Acts 16:15,16; Jailor – Acts 16:14,15; Corinthians – 
Acts 18:8; Ephesians – Acts 19:1-5). The only way to be right with God is through the 
blood of Jesus (Rev. 1:5; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). His blood washes away 
our sins in baptism, which is a “burial” (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12), “birth” (John 3:3) & 
“washing” (Titus 3:5). READ: John 3:5; thus, the only way to heaven is through Jesus 
(John 14:6; Heb. 10:19) and His Church (Eph. 5:27; 1 Cor. 15:24). If you are not a 
Christian, obey the gospel as those did in the book of Acts.

-Mark Nichols Posey 
mark.nichols.posey@gmail.com

ASK A BIBLE QUESTION


